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Abstract:

The Russian Revolution of 1917 was one of the most explosive
political events of the 20th century. The violent revolution marked the end
of the Romanov dynasty and centuries of Russian Imperial rule.
Economic hardship, food shortages and government corruption all
contributed to disillusionment with Czar Nicholas Il. During the Russian
Revolution, the Bolsheviks, led by leftist revolutionary Vladimir Lenin,
seized power and destroyed the tradition of czarist rule. The Bolsheviks
would later become the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. In 1917,
two revolutions swept through Russia, ending centuries of imperial rule
and setting into motion political and social changes that would lead to the
eventual formation of the Soviet Union. However, while the two
revolutionary events took place within a few short months of 1917, social
unrest in Russia had been brewing for many years prior to the events of
that year.

In the early 1900s, Russia was one of the most impoverished countries
in Europe with an enormous peasantry and a growing minority of poor
industrial workers. Much of Western Europe viewed Russia as an
undeveloped, backwards society. The Russian Empire practiced
serfdom—a form of feudalism in which landless peasants were forced to
serve the land-owning nobility—well into the nineteenth century. In
contrast, the practice had disappeared in most of Western Europe by the
end of the Middle Ages. In 1861, the Russian Empire finally abolished
serfdom. The emancipation of serfs would influence the events leading up
to the Russian Revolution by giving peasants more freedom to organize.
Keywords: Revolution, Communism, Bolsheviks, Allies, farmers.
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