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Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) has emerged as a promising object identification and 

positioning in various applications, including mobile robotics and smart environments. Existing 

methods, such as the Portable RFID Localization Approach for Mobile Robots [1], the RFID 

3D-LANDMARC Algorithm optimized with quantum particle swarm techniques [2], and 

E3DinSAR-based synthetic aperture approaches [3], demonstrate advancements in positioning 

accuracy and scalability. Optimization strategies, such as neural network-based reference tag 
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location algorithms [4] and frequency-stepped continuous-wave techniques [5], have further 

improved performance. 

However, many existing solutions face challenges in 3D localization accuracy, deployment 

complexity, and cost-efficiency, particularly in high-density indoor environments. To address 

these limitations, this study proposes a robust and scalable RFID-based 3D localization method 

for high-complexity environments. Using a network of reference tags and strategically placed 

readers, our approach achieves high positioning accuracy within hexahedral spaces. Simulation 

results validate its effectiveness, with the potential for enhanced performance through optimized 

reader configurations.

II. . Literature Review 

RFID-based localization has been extensively studied, with significant progress made in both 

two-dimensional (2D) and three-dimensional (3D) positioning methods. This section reviews 

the key contributions and limitations of recent advancements in the field. 

Xie et al. [1] proposed a portable RFID localization approach tailored for mobile robots. While 

effective for dynamic environments, the method primarily focuses on 2D localization and lacks 

scalability to 3D applications. Similarly, Wu et al. [2] introduced the 3D-LANDMARC 

algorithm enhanced by quantum particle swarm optimization, which improved localization 

accuracy but demonstrated high computational complexity, limiting its practical deployment in 

real-time scenarios. 

Liang et al. [3] developed E3DinSAR, a 3D localization method leveraging synthetic aperture 

techniques, achieving notable accuracy for RFID-tagged objects. However, this approach 

requires complex hardware configurations and is less suitable for low-cost deployments. Wang 

et al. [4] addressed tag reference optimization using backpropagation neural networks, which 

enhanced the precision of 2D localization but exhibited reduced performance in 3D 

environments with high tag density. Scherhäufl et al. [5] explored passive UHF RFID tags with 

a frequency-stepped continuous-wave method, which improved localization in controlled 

conditions but struggled with multipath effects and interference in complex indoor spaces. 

While these studies have made strides in advancing RFID-based localization, challenges such 

as scalability to 3D positioning, cost-efficiency, and robustness in high-density environments 

remain. This study builds upon these findings, addressing the gaps with a novel, low-cost 3D 

localization algorithm designed for hexahedral spaces, demonstrating high accuracy and 

adaptability in complex indoor environments. 
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 Simulation and Discussion:
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(b) 
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(a) Case 1     

                      

(b) Case 2     

                      

 

(a) 2 targets (b) 4 targets 
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This study presented a novel three-dimensional localization method employing a range-free 

approach for RFID-based positioning in high-complexity indoor environments. By utilizing 

virtual point inference and connectivity information, the proposed method achieves efficient 

and cost-effective localization without the need for dense physical tag deployments. The 

method demonstrates significant advantages, including scalability, robustness, and adaptability 

to varying reader configurations. Simulation results validate its accuracy, showing fine 

precision with dense reader deployments and satisfactory performance even with reduced 

reader density. Additionally, the analysis identified the optimal interval for virtual reference 

tags and highlighted the role of reader power levels in enhancing localization accuracy. 

The primary novelty of this work lies in its use of virtual tag spaces and topological constraints, 

which eliminate the need for physical tag setups while maintaining high localization precision. 

Unlike existing methods that rely on complex hardware or computationally intensive 

algorithms, this approach offers a streamlined, low-cost solution tailored for practical 

deployment in real-world scenarios. 

Future research will focus on enhancing the proposed method by integrating advanced 

positioning techniques, such as channel diversity, to improve accuracy in challenging 

environments with multipath interference, as discussed by Yang et al. [7]. Additionally, 

positioning algorithms tailored for wireless sensor networks, such as those outlined by Yu and 

Sharp [8], could provide insights into optimizing reader and tag configurations in RFID 

systems. 

Another promising direction is the incorporation of mathematical to  modeling approaches, 

such as those presented by Seco et al. [9], to refine spatial estimation and reduce 

computational complexity. Leveraging insights from broader surveys on wireless indoor 

positioning systems [10, 11] may also guide the development of hybrid localization systems 

that combine RFID with other technologies, such as UWB or Bluetooth. 

Finally, experimental validation of the proposed method in diverse real-world settings, 

including dynamic environments where objects and readers may move, will be essential. 

Enhancing the algorithm to mitigate the impact of multipath effects and interference in cluttered 

environments will also be explored. Additionally, integrating machine learning techniques to 

dynamically optimize the placement and power levels of readers could further improve 

accuracy and scalability. Testing the method in warehouses, offices, and industrial 

environments will further demonstrate its practical applicability and effectiveness. 

 

 



 
Kerbala Journal for Engineering Sciences/ Vol. 05, No. 01 (2025)                                             ISSN: 2709-6718 

12 
 

VI. References 

[1]  e. a. D. Xie, "A Portable RFID Localization Approach for Mobile Robots," IEEE 

Internet of Things Journal (IEEE Internet of Things Journal), vol. 9, pp. 23332-23347, 

2022. 

[2]  F. D. ] X. Wu, Z. Chen, "RFID 3D-LANDMARC Localization Algorithm Based on 

Quantum Particle Swarm Optimization Electronics " (Multidisciplinary Digital 

Publishing Institute). vol. 7, p. 19, 2018. 

[3]  e. a. Xiaoxuan Liang, " E3DinSAR: 3-D Localization of RFID-Tagged Objects Based 

on Interference Synthetic Apertures,," IEEE Internet of Things Journal vol. 7, 2020. 

[4]  Y. S. D. Wang, Z. Leng and Y. Qi,, " Optimization of Radio Frequency Identification 

Reference Tag Location Algorithm Based on Back Propagation Neural Network,," in 

2021 6th Asia Conference on Power and Electrical Engineering (ACPEE), Chongqing, 

China, pp. 537-541, 2021., 2021. 

[5]  M. P.-S. a. A. S. M. Scherhäufl, ""Localization of Passive UHF RFID Tags Based on a 

Frequency-Stepped Continuous-Wave Approach,," presented at the 2019 Wireless 

Telecommunications Symposium  ( WTS), 2019. 

[6]   and Z. Baqir, "IoT based automation of a home and alert system," Computers and 

Informatics, vol. 3, pp. 1-8, 2023. 

[7]  Y. G. L. Yang, and X. Wang, , "Improving RFID indoor localization accuracy using 

channel diversity,," " IEEE Internet of Things Journal, vol. 4, pp. 2472–2482, 2017. 

[8]  K. Yu and I. Sharp, " Positioning algorithms for localization in wireless sensor 

networks: A review,," IEEE Transactions on Vehicular Technology, vol. 64, pp. 1284–

1300, 2015. 

[9]  A. R. J. F. Seco, and J .C. Prieto,, " A survey of mathematical methods for indoor 

localization,," in 2012 IEEE International Symposium on Intelligent Signal Processing, 

2012, pp. 77-82. 

[10]  H. D. H. Liu, P. Banerjee, and J. Liu, , ""Survey of wireless indoor positioning 

techniques and systems,," IEEE Transactions on Systems, Man, and Cybernetics, Part 

C (Applications and Reviews), vol. 37, pp. 1067–1080, 2007. 

[11]  N. Choosri and W. Pattara-atikom, " A survey on indoor positioning systems and 

technologies," " in 2015 IEEE Conference on Consumer Electronics (ICCE), , 2015, pp. 

156-159. 

 

 

 
 

 الداخلية المعقدة RFID تحديد الموقع ثلاثي الأبعاد لبيئات علاماتنظام 
 RFID تقنية لتبادل المعلومات تعتمد على الاتصال عبر الموجات الراديوية. يتيح نظام (RFID) تعُد تقنية تحديد الهوية بموجات الراديو الخلاصة:

عنصرين رئيسيين: القارئ والبطاقة )العلامة(. كما يوفر حلاً فعالًا لتحديد المواقع  التعرف التلقائي على الأفراد والمنتجات وتعقبهم، حيث يتكون من

داخل  (3D) في البيئات الداخلية. في هذه الدراسة، نقترح مخططًا جديدًا منخفض التكلفة وغير معتمد على النطاق لتحديد المواقع ثلاثية الأبعاد

ذات مواقع معروفة كنقاط مرجعية لتقدير الإحداثيات الثلاثية  RFID ا المخطط على شبكة من علاماتالداخلية عالية التعقيد. يعتمد هذ RFID بيئات

علاوة على ذلك، نقوم بتقييم خطأ تحديد الموقع لضمان أداء قوي.  .RFID الأبعاد لجسم مستهدف موجود داخل فضاء سداسي الأوجه ومزود بعلامة

تحقق دقة ملحوظة، مما يبرز فعاليتها في مواجهة تحديات تحديد المواقع ثلاثية الأبعاد. تسهم هذه الدراسة في تظُهر نتائج المحاكاة أن خوارزميتنا 

 .، مما يمهد الطريق لتطور البيئات الداخلية الذكيةRFID تقديم نهج قابل للتطوير وفعال من حيث التكلفة لتحديد المواقع المستند إلى

 .المواقع، الاتصالات الداخلية ، تحديدRFID الكلمات المفتاحية:


