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Abstract:

After World War |, Britain sowed the seeds of division and discord
among Arab leaders, particularly in the Arabian Peninsula. It harnessed its
colonial tools to serve the British colony of India and ensure free and
open transportation to it via the Suez Canal, the Red Sea, the Indian
Ocean, and the Arabian Gulf. It also sought to bind the sheikhly
leaderships through treaty agreements under the guise of protectorate,
transforming them from sheikhdoms into small protectorates with their
own political decisions. The 1926 treaty was one of a series of British
protectorate treaties that indirectly controlled the region's leadership
through Ibn Saud in Asir. The British found in Ibn Saud a capable ally
capable of achieving their goals and preserving their strategic interests in
the southwest of the Arabian Peninsula. This allowed him to eliminate his
opponents and establish a kingdom in the region from 1902 to 1927. The
Mecca treaty strengthened Saudi Yemeni differences while preserving
British privileges. The treaty was not a form of protection, as some
historians and writers have assumed, but rather, Saudi Arabia took control
of Asir, exploiting Yemen's domestic and external circumstances. The
treaty resulted in British Italian rivalry over the southeastern coast of the
Red Sea, particularly Asir and Najran, and the Yemeni border conflict
over political borders, which plagued the Arabs in the twentieth century
and remains unresolved to this day.

Keywords: Asir, the region, the Arabian Peninsula, Yemen.
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