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Abstract:
The term exoticism includes everything that is irregular,
unnatural and unfamiliar. The term exoticism falls within the
philosophical classifications of beauty, especially since it
contradicts cultural and traditional production. It can be said
that exoticism rejects focusing on literary frameworks,
theatrical arts and rigid philosophy, as it carries within it
aesthetic potentials that make the theatrical performance
appear in a dialectical state based on interactions of cultural
media. Exoticism is characterized as a phenomenon that has
swept through some theatrical performance techniques, as it
appears in the heart of the theatrical scenes, specifically with
the work of the actor, whose presence is clear alongside
other technical elements to show everything that is strange,
contradictory and unfamiliar in the technical elements of the
theatrical performance presented. It is possible for the
vocabulary of exoticism to be embodied in the theatrical
scene by presenting a visual image with new, transformed
and contradictory connotations in the form of an unfamiliar
scenic painting in the theatrical performance. Therefore, the
designer must achieve harmony between the scenographic
elements in order to obtain a visual image of the presented
play that works to destroy the traditional methods of the
formulation designs of the visual image and give it a
dimension. Contrastingly, the director/designer can create a
harmonious relationship with an aesthetic vision between the
theatrical elements in an exotic language. We are faced with
a theatrical scenographic image that carries an unusual focal
dimension based on the reciprocal relationship between the
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director, designer, actor, and scenographic elements.
Perhaps the theatrical show is able to achieve exoticism and
undermine visual standards and distortion in the design of
theatrical techniques, which expresses the contradictions that
it causes between the visual elements and the acting
performance, especially since the spread of the term
exoticism in contemporary theatrical shows is due to its
inclusion of the aesthetic image that carries a readable visual
text, as well as its acquisition of digital elements that
contributed to formulating the visual image of the scene
presented in the theatrical show. The term exoticism may
take on wide dimensions that enter into many of the technical
elements of the theatrical show and live them within the
theatrical space to produce a diverse and expressive
semantic image that the designer invests in the integration of
the theatrical image presented and influenced by all the new
and successive moods and experiences with the global
designs of the theatrical shows presented and within
mechanisms that differ from one show to another while
maintaining the continuity of the elements’ communication.
The scenography with each other and not canceling or
disrupting any scenographic element in order to obtain a fruit
with an aesthetic vision similar to a painting with familiar
strangeness to be an integrated theatrical show that is open
to interpretation and has readable visual systems,
considering that the theatrical show is a visual system that
the recipient can dismantle and interpret semantically and
aesthetically based on consolidating its basic role in the
meaning that the designer seeks to convey within multiple
aesthetic and visual frameworks. Therefore, the term
strangeness works to show astonishment and dazzle through
the fragmented and unfamiliar visual transformations in the
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theatrical show, and perhaps the scenographic designer
works to achieve the unfamiliar in order to obtain a visual
formulation of the scenographic elements, and the designer
must present an integrated show with multiple visual
transformations with aesthetic visions and far from reality in
the Grotsky style in presenting the theatrical scene and
preparing a visual space in a harmonious environment in
which the scenographic elements harmonize according to a
standardized strategy with the scenic image of the play, and
presenting a theatrical image The familiar image of the scene
is shattered within the theatrical space and a visual space
with a contrasting dimension is given. Therefore, the
designer must adopt the strangeness as a displacement
transformation of the visual system between the
scenographic elements with linguistic visions with a visual
format readable in the presented theatrical performance.
Based on that, the current research dealt with four chapters.
The first chapter included the research problem that centered
on the following question:

- What are the Features of Ambiguity in Appearances in
the Scenography of the Contemporary Iraqgi Stage
Show

hile the importance of the current research was evident in
studying one of the topics that reveal the interconnected
relationship between the strange and its manifestations in the
scenography of the theatrical performance and the nature of
the aesthetic vision that it achieves in the theatrical image,
the limits of the research are on the period between the years
(2015-2024), and the spatial limit is Iraqg in the theaters of the
capital Baghdad, while the objective limit is the study of the
topic of strangeness and its manifestations in the
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scenography of the lIraqgi theatrical performance, as for the
second chapter, it included two topics, the first topic came to
study the concept of strangeness, starting with its roots in
philosophy and theater throughout the historical eras, and the
changes and developments it caused that affected the
theater, and the second topic was concerned with studying
the features of strangeness in the theatrical performance
(globally and Arab) among contemporary directors globally
and Arab, then the chapter concluded with the indicators that
resulted from the theoretical framework, as for the third
chapter, it included the research procedures, where the
researcher covered the presentation of the play (Mythical
Reality) written by Abdul Nabi Al-Zaidi and directed by Jawad
Al-Saedi and the play (Transformations Biology and Things),
written by Qasim Muhammad and directed by Munim Saeed,
as an analytical sample for the research, relying on the
descriptive approach in analyzing his sample. In the fourth
chapter, the researcher came up with a set of results and
conclusions, sources and references. The research ended in
the fourth chapter with a list of the results of the sample
analysis, the most prominent of which were:

1- The strange theatrical image was achieved within the
theatrical performance through the multiplicity of the
concept of visual language that has the ability to
produce formations with interpretable readings.

2- The theatrical performance contained a strange visual
distortion that worked to raise the aesthetic standards
formed by the scattered and fragmented scenographic
image in the theatrical image.

3- The strange visual image formed through the
scenographic elements achieved a multiple and
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variable semantic value according to the theatrical
scene of the presented show.
The chapter also included a number of conclusions, the most
prominent of which were:

1- The bizarre theatrical performance forced the recipient
to split into support and opposition to the theatrical
scene presented to him in terms of chaos,
disintegration and lack of organization.

2- The scenographic elements with a strange vision are
the result of the interaction of unfamiliar and
marginalized compositional structures in which the
element of fragmentation and aesthetic chaos intersect.

3- he concept of strangeness overlaps in the designs of
the visual image in terms of the paradox and
hybridization of scenographic elements with an
unfamiliar character that is different from life reality.

The researcher recommended some recommendations

and suggestions that aim to serve scientific research,

followed by a list of sources and references.

Keywords (features, exoticism, manifestations,
scenography, theatrical performance)
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