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Abstract

The theatre is bound by Aristotelian laws, despite passing
through several stages, during each of which theatrical work
was characterised by several features that distinguished it
from the stages that preceded it, until it reached its modern
stages, in which theatre pioneers began to become fed up
with the limitations of this theatre, which they called
“traditional”, as it is traditional in expressing the suffering of
the human soul and comprehending its secrets. Many
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experiments appeared, the most important of which were
the efforts of (Piscator and Brecht), who believed that the
traditional dramatic form does not have the ability to
provoke the viewer and give him an effective role in
changing his false social reality. The German writer (Bertolt
Brecht) (1898-1956) presented his theatrical performances
in a way that narrates the events directly to the audience,
such that the viewer realizes that what is presented is
nothing but acting, and in this way he breaks the state of
illusion. Which has always been used in traditional theatre,
Brecht wanted to make the viewer play an active role in the
theatrical performance and take a critical stance on what he
sees and hears, meaning that the viewer must think and not
sympathise. This relationship between the viewer and the
theatre is what inspired the term (epic theatre) to distinguish
it from traditional theatre The influence of Brecht on the Iraqi
theatre began to become clear through the theatrical works
that were presented during the fifties and after. Among the
prominent pioneers who transferred the theory of epic
theatre and applied it according to the foundations and
contents of our Iragi society and our Iragi culture is Ibrahim
Jalal, whose style sparked controversy among critics and
researchers in the field of theatre, specifically the play (Al-
Mutanabbi), which was directed and the scenography was
designed by Kazem Haider. Therefore, this research was
presented to discuss the impact of the epic theatre, whose
contents were conveyed by the Iraqi director (Ibrahim Jalal)
and he tried to apply it in the play (Al-Mutanabbi). The
importance of the research lies in serving those working in
the field of theatre directing. In the research, the terms (epic
theatre and refraction) were defined, then procedural
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definitions were determined for them Therefore, this
research was presented to discuss the impact of the epic
theatre, whose contents were conveyed by the Iraqi director
(Ibrahim Jalal) and he tried to apply it in the play (Al-
Mutanabbi). The importance of the research lies in serving
those working in the field of theatre directing. In the
research, the terms (epic theatre and refraction) were
defined, then procedural definitions were determined for
themThrough it, the researcher reached a set of results in
the fourth chapter. The researcher reached, through the
indicators of the theoretical framework and the results of the
sample analysis, the researcher reached conclusions,
including that the director (Ibrahim Jalal) tried to apply the
contents of the epic theatre, but through the requirements of
the Arab and Iragi society and according to its religious,
cultural and social concepts and references. He was able to
reach a style that combines the (Berkhtian) style and the
Arab theatre Popular festive that depends on shadow play,
storytelling, chants, verbal disputes, boasting between the
characters of the play, debate between the narrators, the
method of comparison between the character of Al-
Mutanabbi and the narrator (the poet Al-Ma’arri), and some
other rituals
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