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Legislative Shortcomings in the Iragi Companies Law in Achieving
Community Service

L. Dr . Samir Shihab Ahmed

The legislative shortcomings in the Iragi Companies Law No. (21) of 1997 represent one of
the major obstacles preventing companies operating in Irag, whether local or international,
from effectively serving the community. This issue is reflected in the presence of legal gaps
that hinder these companies from fulfilling their social role as required. One of the most
notable aspects of this shortcoming is the absence of provisions in the Iragi Companies Law
that mandate corporate social responsibility, leading to a failure in providing sustainable
developmental services. Additionally, the lack of legislative updates prevents companies
from keeping pace with economic and social transformations, negatively affecting their
ability to adapt to new challenges. This legislative deficiency directly impacts society, as
opportunities for sustainable development decline and the gap widens between corporate
economic objectives and community needs. In contrast, these challenges can be addressed
through legislative reforms that ensure a balance between corporate interests and societal
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welfare. Such reforms should include provisions that encourage companies to adopt social
initiatives and update the law to make it more flexible and comprehensive. Therefore,
addressing this issue requires cooperation between legislative and regulatory bodies, as well
as the companies themselves, to establish a legal framework that supports both economic and
social development. These reforms are not only necessary to enhance corporate performance
but also to achieve broader societal goals that serve the common good.

Keywords: corporations, legislative deficiencies, community service, social
responsibility
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