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Abstract:

The current research aims to identify and understand the role of corporate ownership structure in reducing
aggressive tax practices in non-financial companies listed on the Iraq Stock Exchange. Therefore, the inductive
approach was adopted to present and analyze the research variables theoreticaﬂy while ernpioying the experimental
approach for quantitative evaluation using approved mathematical models. Inferential statistical analysis tools were
also used to test the hypotheses. The financial reports these companies and the Securities Commission issued were
used to prepare the initial data to evaluate the research variables (2013-2022).
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The research community consists of 52 non-financial companies intentionally taking samples that resulted in 10 non-
financial companies after excluding those that did not have sufficient data, which covers (19.2%) of the study
community. The results indicate that the different forms of ownership structure have a distinct impact on companies
adopting aggressive tax practices due to the other goals and desire of controlling shareholders to bear risks. The
recommendations include the need to increase the awareness of shareholders with the highest share of the dangers of
following aggressive tax practices on the company's reputation and long-term goals.

Keywords: Ownership structure, aggressive tax practices, tax evasion, tax avoidance, tax planning.
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