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Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the causes of theological disagreement concerning belief
in divine decree (qada’) and predestination (qadar) between Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Ja-
ma‘ah and other opposing groups. The research employs a descriptive-analytical meth-
odology and discusses several key topics, including, but not limited to, the principles of
Ahl al-Sunnah regarding belief in qadar, their divergence from other sects, the issues
of moral valuation (al-tahsin wa al-tagbih), the affirmation of Allah’s justice and His
transcendence from injustice, human ability and moral responsibility, and the nature of
human actions. Each issue is addressed from the doctrinal perspective of Ahl al-Sunnah
wa al-Jama‘ah, along with a review of opposing viewpoints within Islamic theology.

This study demonstrates that the approach of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah is char-
acterised by a sound understanding of the implications of the Qur’anic and Prophetic
texts, harmonising the various scriptural evidences, and yielding to their ultimate au-
thority. In contrast, other groups rely on selective textual evidence, leading to flawed
interpretations of key theological issues. Divergences on the matter of belief in qadar
are particularly notable: the Jabriyyah maintain that human beings are compelled in
their actions, possessing neither power nor will nor choice, and that Allah alone is the
Creator of all human acts. Conversely, the Mu‘tazilah assert that human actions are
not created by Allah; rather, individuals are the creators of their own deeds, acting
with full autonomy in will and power.

Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah agree unanimously that human beings are obligated
to follow Allah’s commands and avoid His prohibitions, and they affirm belief in
Allah’s promises and warnings as conveyed in the Qur’an and Sunnah. Ultimately,
human will is subordinate to the divine will: people do not will anything except as

Allah wills.

Keywords: (Divine Decree, Predestination, Theologians, Causes of Disagreement).
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