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The Social Adaptation Status of Children Residing in Jordanian Residential
Care Institutions
Abstract
The present study aimed to assess the level of social adaptation among
children residing in residential care institutions in Jordan, employing a
methodology that integrates the descriptive-analytical approach (through a
guestionnaire) and the qualitative approach (via standardized interviews). The
study sample included 188 children (aged 12 years and above) distributed
across 9 residential care institutions in the cities of Amman and Irbid, in
addition to 27 social workers and caregivers working in these institutions. The
results revealed that the level of social adaptation from the children’s
perspective was moderate, with an arithmetic mean of 2.84. Meanwhile, the
arithmetic mean from the social workers’ perspective was 2.64 (also a
moderate level). The findings also indicated no statistically significant
differences at the level (a = 0.05) in social adaptation attributable to variables
such as age, duration of stay in the institution, or regular contact with family.
In light of the results, the study recommended strengthening alternative family
care by expanding the family sponsorship system in partnership with the
Ministry of Social Development, to reduce reliance on residential care
institutions. It also advocated for policies that integrate children into stable
family environments to enhance their long-term social adaptation.
Keyword: Social Adaptation, Residential Care Institutions.
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