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Abstract:

Water resources hold immense significance in the lives of nations, playing a fun-
damental role in the development of civilizations since the dawn of humanity. They
are a crucial factor in the foundation and progress of states, directly influencing their
economic stability, social well-being, and overall prosperity.

Iraq’s share of water has been one of the most pressing challenges in Iraqi-Turkish
relations, as it represents a contentious issue between the two countries. However,
cooperation remains minimal due to Turkey’s refusal to recognize Iraq’s water rights.
From the outset, Turkey has claimed that the waters of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers
belong to it, as they originate within Turkish territory. Consequently, Turkey does not
consider itself legally responsible for ensuring Iraq’s water needs and does not adhere
to international laws that mandate the fair distribution of water among riparian states
while preventing harm to other nations.

As a result, Turkey has conditioned Iraq’s access to water on safeguarding its
own developmental and economic interests. This unequal approach has led Iraq to
challenge Turkey’s water policies and demand its legitimate rights to the Tigris and
Euphrates. Despite Iraq being the primary beneficiary of these rivers as they flow
through its territory, Turkey has persisted in implementing its large-scale Southeastern
Anatolia Project. By maintaining its stance that the Tigris and Euphrates are Turkish
rivers, Turkey has granted itself the authority to exploit these waters as it sees fit, con-
structing dams according to its strategic vision. This has enabled Turkey to use water
as a political tool to exert influence over Iraq’s water security, while simultaneously
utilizing these resources for domestic consumption, hydroelectric power generation,

and export.

Keywords: (Issue- Resources- Water- Security- Life.)
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