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Enforcing the principle of universal criminal jurisdiction in
prosecuting the perpetrators of terrorist crimes
(A new legislative mechanism to prevent impunity)
Abstract

The principle of universal jurisdiction evolved, from its traditional basis
in state sovereignty (serving local interests) to interstate courtesy (serving
the interests of the community of states) to the idea of the conscience of
humanity (serving the interests of the international community as a
whole), before proposing the idea of universal jurisdiction as a human
right in Access to justice (serving the interests of the victims and
preventing impunity).

The global war against terrorism, globalization and the collapse of trade,
economic and political barriers have prompted countries to enact criminal
legislation that emphasizes transgression of territorial borders. This move
by states towards universal jurisdiction represents a global fusion of
common causes, such as a response to massive human rights violations,

including “genocide, crimes against humanity, and trafficking in women

A 9l alad) paigally Qaldl) sl (YY)



O g Aaalan (3 saad) 48 dlae

and children, especially when host states lack the capacity or will to hold
perpetrators accountable.” response to supranational interests.
The legal nature of the universal jurisdiction that links it to terrorism as a
crime under international law must be determined, in the absence of a
common international definition of terrorism.
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