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The Word ""Baal in the Old Testament
(A Comparative Semitic Linguistic Study)
Assist prof. Dr. Qusay Abdulhadi Rashid
University of Baghdad / College of Arts - Department of
Archeology

Abstract:

The word "baal" means "husband”, and the plural form is "baoola". The wife is

likewise called "baal™ or "baala". "Baal" is a Semitic noun for a Canaanite god or a
god's son and husband to goddess "baala" or "Asheera" or "Ishtaroot”. He was known as
the god Hood who was a god of fields and cattle fertility.
In sum, worshipping "baal" was common among the peoples of the East in the old time;
that is why, we find he had different names. The reason was that each nation used a
name that was known among its people. Any of his names would often start with "baal"
and end with the name of that land or city. Alternatively, it would start with something
attached to it, such as "baalfaghoor" or "Beelzebub". "Baal™ had many priests who used
to cheat people with their magic and sorcery which they relate to their god.
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