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On the nature of the body and its relationship

to the soul in Plato Reading from another perspective

Assist.Prof.Dr.Salam Abdul Jaleel Hussien

Abstract

This research does not seek to repeat what was said about the relationship
between the soul and the body in Plato>s philosophy¢ nor does it attempt
to distort the truth of their position within him. Rather: it is an attempt to
reposition the body in its proper place within this duality« and to remove
the accusation that it is an obstacle and corrupter of the soul¢ and the grave
in which it was buried. In all the axes highlighted in the research¢ I have
attempted to highlight the role of the body in the origin and continuation of
human life« and its pursuit of knowledge that frees it from the constraints and
shackles of this world (immersed in becoming and transformation)¢« leading
to the possibility of the soub>s liberation:¢ its return¢< and its reunion with its
first true world (the world of ideals). This journey is filled with the obstacles
of illusion¢ deviation« and shadows« which the soul struggles with its body.
This is the one who« like no other vessel« carried the soul on its journey« and
who« despite Plato’s disdain for it« was at the soul’s command if it steered it
well« and was its trustee on its journey and arrival if it excelled and succeeded
in caring for it¢ and its first (victim) and its repeated crime if it corrupted it
with its corruption.

Keywords: body« soul« care« reincarnation
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