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 Abstract:- 
The Ismailis paid great attention to the 

concept of taʾwīl (Esoteric interpretation). 
It was of very great importance in their 
doctrine, and based on this importance, it 
becomes necessary to understand the 
Ismaili faith to answer the following 
questions: What is the place and role of 
taʾwīl in the Ismaili doctrine, what are the 
evidences for its obligation, what are the 
scopes of taʾwīl, and is hermeneutic science 
a secret science, and if so So what are the 
conditions for revealing it and broadcasting 
it to people, and what are the reasons for 
this secrecy? What is the relationship 
between the "exoteric"(zahīr) and the 
esoteric(batin), and what is their view of the 
"exoteric"(zahīr). 

In this research prepared according to 
the descriptive analytical method, we tried 
to provide answers to the questions raised 
above,. We have noticed that there is a huge 
and very influential role for taʾwīl in Ismaili 
thought, and it is an taʾwīl that is not 
limited to religious texts and the transition 
from its surface to its interior. Rather, it 
includes all that is related to religion in 
terms of acts of worship, legislation, and 
rulings, and all that exists in this universe, 
for everything has an taʾwīl and an exoteric 
meaning. We have also noted the preachers’ 
keenness to keep interpretive knowledge 
secret and stipulate special conditions in 
presenting it to others, and we have pointed 
out some possibilities that could be the 
cause of this secrecy, as we have pointed 
out the importance of the "exoteric"in 
Ismaili thought and the necessity of faith 
and action in it as their senior preachers 
declare, and we have noted by analyzing 
the evidence for the necessity of taʾwīl It 
falls short of proving the taʾwīl that they 
specialize in proving the esoteric and the 
accepted taʾwīl of most Muslims.  

Key words: taʾwīl , exoteric and esoteric, 
Isma'ilism, Batiniyya. 
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