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Hafiye and Journalism: A Glimpse into Espionage and
Intelligence During Abdul Hamid II’s Era

Asst. Prof. Dr. Anis Abdul Khaliq Mahmoud

Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts

Abstract

mong the most prominent criticisms directed at the reign of Abdul Ha-

mid I (1876-1909) is the issue of espionage and spying. Many of his
opponents, whether unionists, nationalists, or others influenced by West-
ern and Zionist propaganda, exaggerated the shortcomings of this orga-
nization, as if it were unique to the reign of Abdul Hamid II. This paper
attempts to shed some light on this topic, while clarifying some of the
related concepts that are frequently mentioned, such as “Hafye”, “Jour-
nalism”, “Journalism”, “Journals”, and other concepts that are frequently
mentioned in Turkish and Western sources. These concepts are striking
and surprising, as they seem to diverge significantly from the notion of
espionage and spying. The objective that the paper seeks to achieve is
that the Ottoman espionage organization during Abdul Hamid’s era was a
necessity of the time, essential for safeguarding the Sultan’s authority and
life, as well as for protecting the state against internal threats and external
threats. The Ottoman Empire was not unique in establishing espionage and
intelligence agencies; many nations have done so to ensure their security
and to assess the strengths and weaknesses of their adversaries for self-
preservation
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