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Abstract:

Understanding the issue of Imam Al-Mahdi (May Allah ex-
pedite his reappearance) is not confined to his secret obscure
birth or minor and major occultation. Various perspectives
can be included. One of them is the scrutinization of his words
or discourse. Specifically, his letters (or Tawgi’at) to some of
his close followers during his occultation can be studied in
terms of linguistics. It is a truism that these letters constitute
a marvelous treasure that needs to be scrutinized in terms of
jurisprudence, theology, and history, among others. This re-
search, however, is a discoursal study of Imam’s letters during
his occultation. His words convey all meanings of the noble
Islamic doctrines, morals urged by the Glorious Qur’an, guid-
ance, supplications, and many others. The aim of shedding
light on these letters helps in closely knowing Imam al-Mahdi
and being introduced to his instructions, orders, and prohibi-
tions. This study aims to find out the basic discoursal aspects
of Imam’s letters following Paltridge’s (2007) presentation
of discoursal studies. It is a descriptive qualitative approach.
Three letters have been selected randomly from his letters
that are classified under the theological content to be under
scrutiny. Analysis shows that ‘discourse grammar’ hosts cohe-
sion, collocation, vocatives, questions, and negation whereas
‘discourse pragmatics’ houses directive speech acts and met-
aphorical use of language. The study ends with a number of
conclusions the most important of which is that commanding,
prohibiting, and supplicating are the distinct features in the
data under investigation.
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1.Introduction

Many intellectuals and researchers thought of Imam al-Mahdi and the letters
he wrote and signed to his followers during the minor and major occultation.
These letters are also called (Tawqgi‘at) as they are tailed by the Imam’s signa-
ture. Najad (2006) succeeded to collect them in a book entitled The Encyclope-
dia of Imam Mahdi’s Letters. The issue of Imam Al-Mahdi is a lively issue that is
associated with every aspect of life. One of them is linguistics. Imam Al-Sadiq
(PBUH) said: “Study our discourse because we are the princes of eloquence?”.
Yet, their words have been oppressed as they have witnessed and lived all im-
ages of oppression and injustice themselves. This study attempts to investigate
the discourse of three randomly chosen letters of Imam al-Mahdi. They are all
classified under the category of theology. The presentation of Paltridge (2007)
for discourse analysis has been chosen to scrutinize the discoursal aspects in
these letters.

2.Life of Imam al-Mahdi (May Allah expedite his reappearance)

After the passing away of Prophet Muhammed (PBUH), his family members
underwent the worst torture and injustice by their enemies and those hypo-
crites who faked their claimed Islam. They commenced their hatred toward the
greatest messenger of Allah when Al-Zahraa’s inheritance of Fadak was usurped
on the day of Sagifah. Imam Ali (PBUH) was deprived of the caliphate and his
right to be the ruler of believers after Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) was confis-
cated. Although the Prophet of Allah had appointed him to Imamate on the day
of Ghadeer in front of a huge number of his followers and companions, some
denied this right. This injustice was copied to the rest of the Imams one after the
other. Imam Hasan (PBUH) was secretly administered poison and Imam Hussein
(PBUH) was slain openly. Imam Sajjad, Bagir, and Sadiq (PBUT) were poisoned to
die. Imam Kadhim (PBUH) spent his life to die poisoned in the prison of Haroon.
Imam Reza (PBUH) was displaced and poisoned by Mamun? . All the honorable
progeny are either killed or poisoned.
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Benu Umayyah followed their ancestors. When Abbasid rulers gained power,
they initiated the worst of oppression, atrocities, and tortures on the infallible
Imams (PBUT). They considered Ahlul-Bayt (PBUT) and anyone who was of their
adherents to be eligible for extreme pressure and restrictions. They were thrown
into horrible prisons and then put to death. This is why Almighty Allah kept Imam
Al-Mahdi concealed from the Abbasid tyrants so as to remain safe. He is kept as
such until Allah would allow him to spread justice and establish peace and secu-
rity. It is Allah’s wisdom to hide the twelfth Imam from the eyes of people and
enemies until he appears to spread justice and end people’s tortures and pains.
The divine secret of his occultation is a test for people?. Four deputies were as-
signed by the Imam during his minor occultation. After the death of the last one,
a major occultation occurred. The absent Imam contacts some of his followers
secretly when they urgently need him.

3.Imam al-Mahdi’s Letters

Imam’s words and letters were scattered in some books and references. They
were not collected as complete pieces of discourse in one separate book. Najad
(2006) thought of doing so. Najad soon realized that collecting all the letters of
the Imam is an arduous and difficult mission to achieve, if not impossible. They
are large in number and they are scattered, cut into pieces, and not complete. Af-
ter thorough investigation and research, he was able to gather them and he de-
cided to classify them into three major groups: the letters which are concerned
with theology, those concerned with jurisprudence, and his letters to some trust-
ful men of religion. Najad claims that the letters he collected in his Encyclopedia
of Imam Mahdi’s Letters are complete and not repeated.

According to Najad* , the Imam’s discourse can be specifically classified in
terms of their contents into the following: letters on theology, letters of jurispru-
dence, letters to his deputies, letters to trusted men of religion, letters related to
his imamate, letters of supplications and his miracles and finally some of the let-
ters that tell the stories of those who were honored to meet the Imam in his ma-
jor occultation. It is worth mentioning that only believers in Imam certify the ex-
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istence of these letters®. They are called among intellectuals and men of religion
Tawgi‘at. In this respect, Tawgi’ means a person’s name or mark used in signing
a letter (signature). It proves that this letter has been written by the Imam. Taw-
gi‘at are defined as the words that Imam al-Mahdi wrote with his own hands in
response to the questions, enquires or suspects of his four deputies concerning
any field of knowledge®. They are sent when needed to the concerned person
to respond to a specific issue. These letters bear solutions to critical issues Shiaa
face. This is part of his critical role in life as a reformist’.

Historically, these letters are similar to what prophet Muhammed (PBUH)
wrote and sent to the King of Persia (Kisra) or the King of Rome or his letter to
the people of Nijran, among many others. Imam al-Mahdi is different from all
other Imams in that he started his minor occultation after the passing away of
Imam Askari (PBUH) and continued to the death of his fourth deputy Ali Bin Mu-
hammed al-Samary (329 AD). Imam al-Mahdi wrote to him:

i Lo Co B8 el elilgs) T dll alacT (g pamdl dhma o2 e b cpoumm)l (ramydl ] oy
M ARl dpdl caadg udd (lildg da lalie p gl a1 ) P Yo & ol 2oz ld c‘alj B o9
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Then the major occultation started and it is continued up to now. The letters
of Imam are supposed to have stopped after the death of his deputies. Opinions
and evidence, however, argue that the Imam still has contact with some men of
religion or some pure persons who are qualified to meet or see or hear from the
Imam in a private and secret way®. His words deserve to be read, understood,
and scrutinized from different perspectives. This research work endeavors to do
so in terms of the discoursal paradigm.
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4.Discourse Studies

Widdowson® argues that discourse is made up of sentences having the prop-
erties of cohesion and coherence. Stubbs!? states that discourse analysis is con-
cerned with language use beyond the boundaries of a sentence/utterance. It is
concerned with the interrelationships between language and society. Discourse
often implies interaction, according to Stubbs®?. It is worth mentioning that there
have been different views in the literature regarding the distinction between ‘dis-
course’ and ‘text’. They are classified into two distinguishable approaches or they
can be used interchangeably. This research adheres to the second view.

Discourse analysis is a qualitative research method that involves a thorough
examination of written, spoken, or visual language in context®. It focuses on lan-
guage in use with the purpose of investigating how meaning is imparted. This can
be achieved via studying the vocabulary, use of grammatical structures, paralin-
guistic features, and language techniques, among others.

In discoursal studies, any piece of discourse can be analyzed to understand
the world better and how language is used in real life. By examining the social
use of language, we can appreciate its multiple functions, such as creating mean-
ing and maintaining certain social norms and common knowledge'*. A thoughtful
and deep analysis of any piece of language entails investigating it on the different
levels of linguistics®. This paper is concerned with investigating the discoursal
aspects of three letters by Imam al-Mahdi (May Allah expedite his reappearance)
to find out their discoursal aspects. According to Paltridge?®, discourse “looks for
patterns of language across texts and considers the relationship between lan-
guage and the social and cultural contexts in which it is used”. Paltridge’s pres-
entation of discoursal analysis (2007, p.2-5) investigates texts and discourses in

10 Widdowson, H.G. Teaching Language as Communication (Oxford: oup, 1978), 23.

11 Stubbs, M. Discourse Analysis: The Sociolinguistics Analysis of Natural Language (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1983), 1.

12 Stubbs, 10.

13 Brown G. and Yule, G. Discourse Analysis (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 1.

14 Brown and Yule, 20.

15 Mehdi, W. S. “A Linguistic Study of Al-Zahraa’s Inheritance Speech,” Al-Ameed Journal 12,
no. 45 (2023): 299.

16 Paltridge,B. Discourse Analysis: An Introduction (London: MPC Books Ltd., 2007), 2.
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terms of contexts, discourse structures (or discourse grammar), and discourse
pragmatics. This research work adheres to the last two aspects in its analysis.

4.1 Aspects of Discourse Grammar

As far as text or discourse structures are concerned, a number of discourse as-
pects are taken into consideration. These are designed according to the Imam’s
letters which represent the data of this paper. They are cohesion, collocation,
vocatives, rhetorical questions, and negation. Here is a brief introduction for the
aspects of discourse grammar under investigation:

4.1.1 Cohesion

Cohesion is defined as “the set of linguistic means used for creating texture,
i.e., the property of a text to be interpreted as a whole rather than a group of dis-
connected sentences'””. Cohesion is viewed as a semantic concept that refers to
relations of meaning which exist within a piece of discourse. It “occurs where the
interpretation of some element in a discourse is dependent on that of another”
(p. 4). Cohesion is best understood in terms of reference. Halliday and Hasan®®
explain that reference functions as a semantic link that connects items within
any piece of discourse or text. These items are dependent in the sense that, in-
stead of being interpreted in their own right they make reference to something
else for their interpretation. The most relative type of reference in this study is
that of personal pronouns (we, you, they, etc.).

4.1.2 Collocations

Collocation pertains to lexical items that are likely to be found together within
the same piece of discourse®. It occurs when a pair of words is not necessarily
dependent upon the same semantic relationship but rather, they tend to occur
within the same lexical environment?®. Renkema?! avers that collocation has to
do with the relationship between words on the assumption that they frequently

17 Halliday, M.A. and Hasan, Rugaiya. Cohesion in English. (London: longman, 1976), 2.

18 Halliday and Hasan, 32.

19 Van Dijk, T.A. Text and Context: Explorations in the Semantics and Pragmatics of Discourse
(London: Longman, 1977), 2.

20 Halliday and Hasan, Cohesion in English., 286.

21 Renkema, J. Discourse Studies: An Introductory Textbook (Amsterdam: john benjamins pub-
lishing company, 1993), 40.
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occur in the same surroundings. For instance, “making coffee” rather than doing
coffee or “going shopping” are said to collocate together.

4.1.3 Vocatives

A vocative construction is defined by Quirk et al.?> as an “optional element,
usually a noun phrase, denoting the one or more persons to whom the sen-
tence is addressed”. This means that two types of vocatives can be specified.
The first can be termed as “general vocatives” when the speaker addresses the
whole crowd or a group of people. The second kind of vocative can be called the
“specific vocative” where a certain person is called upon?®. Vocatives are usually
realized basically by the particle “L” in the Arabic language. Its main function is
to draw the attention of the addressee and emphasize the message the speaker
wants the addressee to pay attention to.

4.1.4 Rhetorical Questions

A question that does not expect a direct response is termed as rhetorical®.
In terms of syntax, it is an interrogation while semantically, it is a statement
(p.804). It is employed to emphasize and draw attention to a specific state of
affairs. Mostly, no answer is required for such kinds of questions and the speaker
is sure that the addressee knows the state of affairs being questioned. Rhetorical
guestions are syntactic references to rhetorical uses of language; they denote an
ability to use language eloquently and brilliantly.

4.1.5 Negation

People need to communicate about things that are not happening or things
that they do not want to happen®. Negation is the reverse of affirmation. Ac-
cording to Quirk et al.?®, negation is a grammatical term that is expressed via
various ways. Verbs can form negation (e.g., avoid smoking); adverbs (e.g., | have

22 quirk, Jan. randolph greenbaum, sidney leech, geoffrey svartvic, A Comprehensive Grammar
of the English Language, 1st ed. (united states: Longman Group Ltd, 1985), 773.

23 Mehdi, Wafaa “A Stylistic Study of Imam Hussein’s Speech in Ashuraa,” in Al-Ameed Confer-
ence (Karbala: Al-Ameed International Center, 2018), 28.

24 quirk, randolph greenbaum, sidney leech, geoffrey svartvic, A Comprehensive Grammar of
the English Language, 824.

25 Gleason, J. The Development of Language (MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2001).

26 quirk, randolph greenbaum, sidney leech, geoffrey svartvic, A Comprehensive Grammar of
the English Language, 183.
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never been in London); prepositions (e.g., We can manage it without his help);
determiners (e.g., Neither of us wants this); or by some prefixes like “help-help-
less”, among others. Generally, any affirmative expression can be negated by us-
ing the particles of negation. These particles are different in different languages.
English negates affirmatives by adding the particle ‘not’ (e.g., He is not late).
Arabic language, on the other hand, resorts to some particles like (/ L/&J / o /Y
o~ ) and so on?’.

4.2 Aspects of Discourse Pragmatics

As far as the pragmatic paradigm of the data under analysis is concerned,
speech acts theory (Searle, 1969) and breaching the cooperative principle of
Grice (1975) are put under investigation.

4.2.1 Speech Acts

The functional theory of linguistics shows how language operates within hu-
man society as a form of communication?. Austin’s theory?® claims that saying
is doing. Due to many modifications and elaborations on Austin’s work, Searle*
sets four felicity conditions for the successful execution of an illocution: proposi-
tional, preparatory, sincerity, and essential conditions. The classification of basic
kinds of meaningful utterances is based on the notion of illocutionary point3..
A classification of five macro-categories of speech acts has been introduced?®?
where each one of them constitutes a host of other sub-acts distinguished from
each other by their own felicity conditions. These are commissives, declaratives
or declarations, directives, expressives, and representatives. Only directives are
of relevance to this study.

27 (Y OYO A Ysudl il Y5 sl pla.U U,J.Jg‘ﬂ Az “aall aMe s &y Al Ak 3 u"“” oy A2 (ol

28 Muhammed, W. S. “A Critical Pragmatic Study of Racism as Conceptualized in the Glorious
Quran,” Journal of College of Education for Women 31, no. 2 (2020): 9.

29 Austin, J.I. How to Do Things with Words, 1st ed. (London: clarendon press, 1962), 101.

30 Searle, John R Speech Acts , An Essay in the Philosophy of Language (Cambridge University
Press, 1969), 54.

31 Searle, J. A Classification of Illocutionary Acts. Language in Society (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1979), 3.

32 Searle, J. R. Classification of Illocutionary Acts. Language in Society, 5th ed. (united kingdom:
Cambridge University Press, 1976), 17_20.



Requests, for example, are directive speech acts asking for something from
someone. In the data under scrutiny, requests take the form of supplications. In
this context, prayers to Allah can be in two main forms: liturgical (i.e., worship
prayer or Salat) and personal prayer (i.e., supplication or Du’aa)*. A supplica-
tion is voluntary and it comes in different forms. Some supplications are fixed,
famous, and well-known for people as these are documented and quoted by
Imams like Du’aa al-Nudba or Du’aa Kumail. Some others come on the tongue of
people and they express their personal feelings and needs. They either relate to
the person himself when one prays for Allah to heal him or fulfill one of his needs
or they concern others as when a mother prays for Allah to cure her ill child.

Commanding is another speech act that commonly occurs if one has power
over others®**. When compared with ordering, the speech act of commanding
means to give an authoritative order. An order can be given by anyone to anyone,
but the word “command”, implies a pre-defined hierarchy in a manner that can
only be given by a ‘superior’ to a lower-ranking person. In the army, soldiers are
commanded to do things by officers.

Prohibiting speech act is the desire to forbid someone from doing something.
Haverkate?® claims that prohibition is performed in order to prevent a certain
state of affairs from being brought about. According to Jawad?®® , the difference
between a ‘prohibition” and a ‘command’ is that the first instructs the addressee
“not to do a given thing” whereas the second instructs the addressee to do some-
thing. In this sense, ‘prohibition’ is a kind of negative ‘command’. Both are direc-
tives in Searle’s taxonomy (1979). Syntactically, prohibition mainly takes the form
of an imperative sentence. For Allan®’, prohibition is shaped by the imperatives
as in “Keep out”. Prohibition might be carried out through the negative verb ‘be’

with ‘to infinitive’ as in “You are not to take my dictionary without permission”.

33 J. Campo. Encyclopedia of Islam (New York: Facts on File, 2009), 664.

34 Searle, J.and Vanderveken, D. Functions of Illocutionary Logic (Cambridge: Cambridge Unie
versity Press, 1985), 201.

35 Haverkate,H. Impositive Sentence in Spanish: Theory and Description in Pragmatics (Amster-
dam: Elsevier Science Ltd, 1979), 39.

36 Jawad,F. “A Pragmatic Analysis of lllocutionary Speech Acts in Standard Arabic with a Special
Reference to Al-Ashter’s ‘Epistle,”” Journal of Babylon University 19, no. 4 (2011): 617.

37 Keith, Allan Linguistic Meaning. Vol. 2 (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1986), 5.
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4.2.2 Breaching Grice’s Maxims

Logically, people are required to ‘cooperate’ in their personal interactions. The
cooperative principle, proposed by Grice (1975), states that people adhere to
four pragmatic maxims in their communication. These are the maxim of quanti-
ty (keeping specific information), quality (saying things with evidence), relation
(giving related information), and manner (involving well-sequences). If parties do
not follow these maxims, they breach them by violating a maxim or flouting it®%. In
this respect, by breaching any maxim, a figure of speech may result such as met-
aphor, hyperbole, and so on*. Breaching the maxim of quality, for instance, gives
a metaphor which is a comparison between objects and people of some similar
features®. Accordingly, the model of analysis is engineered in Figure (1) as follows:

The Discourse of Imam al-Mahdi's Letters

Discourse Grammar I | I Discourse Pragmatics |

[ I ! I | |—L|

Rhetorical . Speech Maxims
Questions EEEET Acts Breching

.
L Personal Pronouns Directives Metaphor

I~ Supplicating

Cohesion  Collocation  Vocatives

- Commanding

'— Prohibiting

Figure (1): The Analytical Framework of the Discourse of Imam al-Mahdi’s
Letters

38 Grice, P. Logic and Conversation. In P. Cole & J. L. Morgan (Eds.), Syntax and Semantics. Vol. 3
(New York: Academic Press, 1975), 45.

39 Grice,Paul. Studies in the Way of Words, no edition (London: Harvard University Press,
1989), 34.

40 Wales, K. A Dictionary of Stylistics (2nd Ed.) (England: Pearson Education Limited, 2001), 250.
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5.Data and Analysis

This section is dedicated to describing and analyzing the data of this research.
It starts with data description and then moves to its analysis.

5.1 Data Description

Three letters (or Tawgia’t) are selected to be the data of this research. They
are quoted from Najad*'. They bear the same content which is that of theology.
In Islam, theology is one of the branches of Islamic religious sciences. It is mostly
defined as “the science of kalam”. Theological discussions use logical argumen-
tation in order to prove some of the principles of religion*’. The rationale behind
choosing such a number and one content type of these letters has been due
to space limitations. The length of these letters ranges from 300-450 words for
each letter. The three letters of Imam al-Mahdi appear in Appendices 1, 2, and 3,
respectively. It is worth mentioning that the discoursal aspect under discussion
is underlined for clarification.

5.2 Data Analysis

The analysis of the data follows the analytical framework developed by this
study after Partridge (2007). It presents the manifestations of each item in the
analytical framework from the three letters under investigation. A number of
illustrative examples are taken from each letter for each discoursal aspect. The
analysis dwells first on the aspects of discourse grammar and then on the aspects
of discourse pragmatics. It goes as follows:

5.2.1 Aspects of Discourse Grammar

In this part, five discoursal aspects related to the grammatical paradigm are
examined. These are cohesion, collocation, vocatives, rhetorical questions and
negation. They are presented as follows:
5.2.1.1 Cohesion

This aspect is realized by reference. In specific, it appears by the personal
pronouns which are found in the following sentences as separate or attached
pronouns addressing the addressee or addressor:

oSudeg the anla dily (S Comai 4ad

41 Sl e gl pLYI a5 s o sa ST
42 Anawati,G.C. “The Encyclopedia of Religion XIII,” Islamic Theology. 4 (1987): 231.
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As a matter of fact, the three letters are full of personal pronouns because
the Imam (PBUH) either talks about himself or addresses the person who is sup-
posed to receive his letter. Moreover, he might refer to others for stating or clar-
ifying a concept.
5.2.1.2 Collocation
The following expressions seem to collocate with each other in the entire
data. The meaning is not complete or understood unless each of the first word
is followed by the second. They are presented as phrases as they appear in the
data:
AR Sb3ye (s lisgs oz JOT gy Ogutig Lodkel ¢ 1oY1 8Y5¢ 8yoxly GLAN cditinll £ gus
5.2.1.3 Vocatives
The vocative aspect is realized by the general and specific vocative expres-
sions where the addressee is not specified in the first whereas it is specified in
the second. In the first sentence, the vocative is general as it does not address a
specific name. It uses the word <Y §»)) while a specific person is addressed in the
second ( eyl (2 da=a):
09l Bzl (39 099376 ol § (S le D3a b
4 o Logd GLASI Allsay Y ] o dae b
5.2.1.4 Rhetorical Questions
Rhetorical questions are found in the data. Here are some illustrative exam-
ples. The first is a rhetorical question because it is impossible that those Muslim
people have not read the Glorious Quran. The second example is a rhetorical
guestion because all Shia believers have been told by their Imams that they are
going to be oppressed and tortured. In the third one, all Muslims have been told
by Prophet Muhammed himself that Imams are the equivalent of Allah’s Glo-
rious Quran and people need to follow them and their guidance. In the fourth
example, again all Muslims have been told since the day of Ghadeer Khum that
Imam Ali (PBUH) and his sons are the representatives of Allah after the prophet
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Muhammed (PBUH). The “hamza” in the following sentences is the tool for ex-
pressing the rhetorical questions in the first three examples whereas it is (L) in
the fourth:
4880 25T Ul Ugup)T Igaaly bl 152l 16387 0T G B g 5o il tance Lo
(POl ogake) g (3l rolall e (SIAST (§ g 0550 s LB 4 sl Lo eale Lo
L2 09 BDlely lad] 0990 JSlas oSU il Jazr oS o]y Lo
hyadio aly Lol (5] &5 oo gl Y (2)91 O 0 galad el
5.2.1.5 Negation
Negation is utilized by Imam in his letters because he needs to negate some
of the concepts that are not accepted and clarify the idea for his letters’ receiv-
ers. He may resort to negation to reject a concept they are claiming or affirm a
concept via negating its counterpart. Different particles are used in the following
illustrative examples:
L) gilue ¢y=eig Ge dad (pe Litigy 0
Aeladl pois & 0550 Yo b 06 Lo O
lgd Y (oS Bgloog W Y oS U3 Lk
G Y diidg39 35 Y oy LIS Y (g Se) bl H1ad]
> o0 o2 Y0 Y 4l O
9008 ({9 Se) Al o 152250 Vg 19ald agie fisw las Igtmn Yo
5.2.2 Aspects of Discourse Pragmatics
Here are the aspects that go under the pragmatic paradigm. These are speech
acts and breach Grice’s maxims. It is important to mention that only directive
speech acts are specified in the data as a distinct feature. The analysis goes as
follows:
5.2.2.1 Speech Acts
Several speech acts are found in the data. However, the most prevalent ones
are the directives. These have been inspected in terms of three divisions: suppli-
cating, commanding, and prohibiting.
5.2.2.1.1 Supplication
Imam al-Mahdi commences the three letters under scrutiny with a supplica-
tion which is a request to Allah for those people whom the Imam is addressing.
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This is an encouraging strategy the imam resorts to so as to show interest and
care for his followers. In addition, he realizes well that they are bearing a heavy
message and they need this support of supplication from Allah. It is important to
mention that these supplications go in harmony with the content of the message.
For example, in the first letter which concerns the doubt about the existence of
the Imam, we have the following supplication where the Imma supplicates to
Allah to help and save them from being skeptical of the existence of the Imam
which definitely leads to bad consequences on one’s life and destiny:
Cliell s9u 3o @SBl bylarly cxadl 79y (S W g9 (! oo «SBlg all Ll
It is noticed that the letter may end with a supplication as well. Here are some
more examples:
dinzmy g Slalally g 1wy igall (yo (SBlg 4l Lasas
Loglad plvg () ddome e bl Jiog
Bl e WShawsly digs e LSS g ae ) <l LSady
LS9l g all g
5.2.2.1.2 Commanding
This speech act appears in the data because the letters of the Imam entails an
answer or a response to an inquiry or an order for the receiver to comply with.
All the commands found are achieved via using the imperative verb. Here are
the commands that are found in the data:
Ugkad U] o901 1939 U T galung <l 192510
ade 1536 sl ol (e I5asiddy 94l LS mgis 9o s
Uslews cpo (2801 ey ¢y Lgibiaiiant (@01 wGA) ] o) )3
Tral 093 Gyl W3 (e lgmidig ruddll 093 Alazdl oda (e Go Iy paridd
5.2.2.1.3 Prohibiting
Those people asking the Imam and waiting for a response from him (PBUH)
are prohibited in these letters from doing some things because this is essential to
their role in life and their relation with the Imam.Here are the examples:
(Sie Jae Lo asS gyl Vg
L o 2 o Y Al S8 &) o3 Lod GLAN cllsy Y
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5.2.2.2 Breaching of Maxims
Throughout the whole data under investigation, one figurative device has
been noticed clearly which is that of metaphor. This can be seen as a rhetorical
device that appears in the discourse of Imam due to his eloquent language and
because metaphor is a part and parcel of language most of the time. In the fol-
lowing example, the Imam compares himself and the previous Imams to a star.
He means that as stars guide people in the dark nights, the Imams guide people
to the safe side in this life and the afterlife:
o225 el s JET 131y
In the following second example, the Imam refers to the people of the RIGHT
as in the Glorious Quran ((red) wle! b (ned! Oluoly) because those people fol-
low the right path Allah wants people to obey. In this sentence, the Imam asks
the letter’s receiver not to leave the Imam since they represent the path of right.
The words ‘e’ and ‘)L’ refers to the Imams and their opponents, respective-
ly. This metaphoric use alludes to the Imams and specifically to Imam al-Mahdi
(May Allah expedite his reappearance).
sl 1 1gdualy el e 15haad Vg
Here are some more metaphors in the data where all the reference is to the
Imam himself or to the previous Imams:
g2 O3uxg2 ety Lead] 9oL J3laa
Lo l5a3g bl g3 OF
J23b Ja)) 9d> b LT zlgie e 9203
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6. Conclusions

Based upon the previous presentation and analysis, the following conclusions

are arrived at:

1.

Letters of similar content share similar discoursal aspects. This is why it was
completely reasonable to classify these letters in terms of content. The three

letters are close and similar in terms of their discoursal aspects.

. The theological nature of the letters under scrutiny entails some specific dis-

coursal aspects like negating, commanding, or supplicating.

. All letters start with supplication for the inquirer or the letter’s receiver be-

cause he faces a difficult time and carries an important mission that needs this
supplication from the Imam. It is the blessings of the Imam that his followers
always need. His supplication to them is a bliss that all believers in him long for.

. Commanding is the obvious speech act used in these letters as they are ba-

sically a response to an inquiry. These commands are achieved via the im-
perative verb in the first place because the instruction of the Imam is clear,

concise, and direct.

. The figurative language that arises from the non-observance of the cooper-

ative principle is limited because the message should be clear, obvious, and
comprehensible.
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