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Abstract

One of the significant books whose
authorship has been a subject of
debate is Al-Imama wa al-Siyasa or
The History of the Caliphs, attributed
to Ibn Qutayba al-Dinawari. Due to
the book’s importance and its focus on
a critical and sensitive era of Islamic
history, it holds a distinctive place
among the early sources covering
events of the first three centuries of the
Hijra. The book uniquely documents
significant and controversial events
that remain a subject of discussion to
this day, such as the events of Saqifah,
the caliphate of Uthman, and the wars
of Imam Ali (peace be upon him),
among others.

On the other hand, the attributed
author, Ibn Qutayba al-Dinawari, is
one of the most prominent scholars of
the Yrd century AH, renowned for his
extensive knowledge and numerous
works. This dual significance has made
the issue of confirming or denying
the book’s authorship by Ibn Qutayba
a topic of extensive research and
investigation.

This study provides an overview of the
author’s life and the books content,

followed by presenting the names
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and arguments of those who deny
or question the attribution, as well
as those who affirm it, along with a
discussion of the evidence from both
sides. Additionally, it explores some
potential theories and suggestions
about the identity of the book’s author
if its attribution to Ibn Qutayba cannot
be confirmed. These opinions and
theories are critically examined. The
researcher has left these perspectives
and findings open to the reader,
allowing them to form their own
judgment and adopt the position they
find most convincing.
Keywords: Ibn Qutayba al-Dinawari,
Al-Imama wa al-Siyasa, authorship
attribution, evidence of denial and
affirmation, author of Al-Imama wa
al-Siyasa.
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