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Arab Gulf Cup 25: Soft Power in Iragi Sports

Prof. Dr. Mufeed Al-Zaidi
University of Baghdad- Center for Strategic and International Studies

Abstract:

Nowadays, sport is considered the “soft power” of the state,
through which it can achieve political, economic, social and cultural
goals, as well as financial and media investment; proof of what
Saudi Arabia has achieved and is still achieving in football, as the
professional league has become one of the top ten in the world, and
one of the best in Asia and the second rank, as well as making major
financial deals with the largest professional players in Europe and
South  America, amid competition to host major world
championships in various Asian and international sporting events.
As for lraqg, soft power is important in supporting its regional and
international influence, as it contributes to building a positive image
of the country after decades of suffering and internal and external
crises, through the fields of sports, culture, arts and others. The
research question lies in how the organization of the Arab Gulf Cup
“Basra 25” can have an important role in enhancing the “soft
power” of Iraqi sport at the Gulf, Arab and international levels.

Soft power can contribute to enhancing understanding and
cooperation between Iraq and the countries of the world, as football
Is the number one popular sport in lIraq, bringing together people
from different social classes and cultures to watch matches and
support local club teams and the national team, and it is also a
means of expressing national identity and unity among the people.
Keywords: Soft power - lIragi sports - Arabian Gulf Cup - Basra -
Gulf 25.
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