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Minority Settlement Centers in the North and Central Ara-
bian Peninsula Before Islam

A.M. Amal Ajil Ibrahim Al-Hasnawi
M.M. Yasmine Majli Abboud
University of Kufa / College of Arts

Abstract

he presence of minorities in various regions of the Arabian Peninsula

before Islam depended on many factors that paved the way for their entry
and then their settlement, as the Jewish minority inhabited certain areas
because they were brought as prisoners of war by successive governments
at different times, but their presence was limited to limited places, closed
in on themselves under the pretext of religion, then their dwellings in-
creased due to the factor of trade until they inhabited areas located on trade
routes and famous for their abundance of goods, including Yathrib. As for
the Christian minority, they settled in large areas of the Arabian Peninsula
before Islam, and they were helped in that by the motive of evangelism and
through the first missionaries, in addition to the help of the factor of trade
that strengthened their relationship with the inhabitants of the peninsula
until they found a place to settle in through intermarriage, so their pres-
ence was not limited as is the case with the Jews to limited areas, and as
for the Persian minority, their presence was of a different nature, as they
were concentrated in certain cities through the submission of these cit-
ies to their rule, as is the case in Al-Madain, and the minority of Hanafis
also lived in the Arabian Peninsula before Islam, who were concentrated
Their presence in Mecca and the Mandaean presence was linked to the
Christian presence because they coexisted with them in vast areas, espe-
cially those with abundant water resources such as the Euphrates River and
fertile lands. Therefore, the presence of minorities in the north and center
of the Arabian Peninsula before Islam was characterized by diversity, the
impact of which extended to many aspects, most notably social, religious,
economic and intellectual.

Key phrases: Jews, Christians, Sabians, Persians, Hanafis, Hijaz, Yathrib.
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