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Germany's Position on Soviet Policy in the Baltic States
(1939-1941)

A Historical Study of German Documents
Asst. Prof. Dr. Qasim Abdul Amir Waseem
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Education

Summary

efore World War II (1939-1945), the dictators Adolf Hitler (1889-1945)

(1933-1945) and Joseph Stalin (1878-1953) (1924-1953) divided the
spheres of influence in Eastern Europe, especially in the Baltic States, un-
der the Non-Aggression Pact of August 23, 1939, and then the signing
of the Friendship Treaty on September 28, 1939, under which the Baltic
States became under the Soviet sphere of influence.

However, the two rivals were preparing to confront each other as soon as they
arranged their situations in the first stage of the war (1939-1941), as Ger-
many bet on the speed of its victories in Western Europe, and then heading
to its East, while the Soviet Union hoped that Germany would be defeated
in the battles it fought.

Accordingly, Germany had a specific position on Soviet policy in the Baltic,
which was represented by the Soviet Union's occupation and exhaustion,
and the readiness to attack and occupy it, and this is what actually hap-
pened in 1941, as Germany took the Soviet Union's policy in the Baltic
states as a pretext to attack it. In light of this, the research was divided into
an introduction, four topics, and a conclusion. The first topic dealt with
the impact of the German-Soviet agreement on the Baltic states, while the
second topic reviewed the issue of Vilna and the demarcation of the Ger-
man-Soviet borders. The third topic dealt with the Soviet invasion of the
Baltic, while the fourth topic discussed German commercial and economic
interests in the Baltic, while the fifth topic addressed the German-Soviet
military competition in the Baltic. The conclusion also included the most
important conclusions reached by the research.
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