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Abstract

Minorities exist in most countries around the world, and each minority possesses

specific elements that qualify it for political rights, including the right to participate
in political affairs, the right to belong to political parties, the right to run for
Nominate and vote, and all other rights that can contribute to enhancing minority
political participation.
The phenomenon of kiasu in Singapore is one of the most significant issues affecting
the political rights of minorities in terms of participation in electoral processes,
involvement in minority parties, or holding senior positions in the state. This
phenomenon, which involves fear of losing to other parties, has hindered the
participation of minority citizens and parties in state administration, policy
formulation, and decision-making. This has led to the concentration of power in the
hands of the majority, which represents Singaporeans of Chinese origin.
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I"Clotaire Papailli, The Global Code: How A New Culture of Universal Values is
Transforming Business and Marketing, Martin press, New York, 2015, p.81.
2_ Chi-Ying Cheng and Sheila X. R. Wee, Kiasu (Fear of Losing Out): An
Indigenous Psychological Construct in Singapore and Its Impact, International
Perspectives in Psychology: Research, Practice, Consultation, 12 (2), 2023,
p.2.

3~ 0anh Ngo Usadi, Hawkar Dreams: A Vietnamese American in Singapore, 0&0
press, New Jersey, 2024, p.169.

4~ James R. Silkenat, and others, The ABA Guide to International Business

Negotiations, American Lawyers Association, 2009, p 922.
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-~ Eric G Kirby and John K Ross, Kiasu Tendency and Tactics: A Study of their
Impact on Task Performance, Journal of Behavioral and Applied, Vol 8, Issue 2,

2007, p 108.

®Gary Wee, “Kiasu” is “Kiasi”: Existential Therapy and Death Anxiety in Singapore,
Ecompassing Therapy and Councelling, October 2024:
https://encompassing.com
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102023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Singapore, United
States Government, 2023:

https://www.state.gov
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States Government, 2023:
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25" Yeo Lay Hwee, Electoral Politics in Singapore, Electoral Politics in Southeast

& East Asia, Friedrich—-Ebert-Stiftung, 2002, p. 203.
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27" Yeo Lay Hwee, Electoral Politics in Singapore, Electoral Politics in Southeast

& East Asia, Friedrich—Ebert-Stiftung, 2002, p. 212.
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