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Intellectual transformations among Shiites before the emergence of the
Imami sect
Researcher WIJDAN ABDULHSSEIN LAFOOF
Islamic Azad University
Science and Research Unit (Tehran)
Faculty of Humanities
The abstract

This research deals with the intellectual and sectarian transformations that the
Shiite movement went through in its early stages before the crystallization of the
Imamite sect in its known form. The research begins by tracing the first roots of
Shiism as a political trend after the death of the Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings of God be upon him, and the subsequent alignment around Imam Ali
bin Abi Talib as the most entitled to the caliphate, whether by text or by
entitlement. The research discusses how this loyalty developd from a political
perspective to a contractual and intellectual perspective, through major events
such as the Al-Sagifah incident, the Battle of Safin, the arbitration incident, and
the martyrdom of Hussein bin Ali, where these stations formed the basis for the
crystallization of a Shiite identity based on the idea of oppression, and the right
of the Ahl al-Bayt to the Imamate. The research concludes that Shiaism before
the Imamate was not a unified movement, but rather a group of intellectual
orientations that ranged between political loyalty and contractual ijtihads, until
the Twelver Imami School was later crystallized, which adopted the principle of
the Imamate by text and infallibility, and considered the series of twelve Imams
as an absolute religious and intellectual authority.
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