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The political and military role of the Damascus community in
confronting Tamerlane's attack
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Abstract
First and foremost, praise be to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon the noblest of messengers, our master
Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.This study examines the role of the Damascene society in
confronting Timur Lenk’s invasion of Damascus. All Islamic lands faced Timur Lenk’s invasions, and this was
part of his campaign in the Levant after he seized Aleppo. Timur advanced toward Damascus while the Mamluk
Sultan Al-Nasir Faraj Barquq was preparing an army to confront him. The people of Damascus were readying
themselves for battle, and at the same time, Sultan Al-Nasir Faraj Barquq was strengthening his forces to counter
the Timurid threat. However, when Timur reached Damascus, he sent his envoys to the city’s residents,

demanding their surrender. Negotiations were held with the chief judge, Taqi al-Din Ibrahim ibn Mufleh al-
Hanbali, and the people of Damascus agreed to Timur’s terms, which included paying a large sum of money
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and sending rugiizat (nine types of food, drinks, livestock, clothing, and artifacts). Yet, Timur did not honor this
agreement; he entered the city and wrought destruction and ruin.The study consists of an introduction and two
sections. The first section discusses Timur Lenk’s campaign against Damascus, while the second section
explores the role of scholars and common people in defending Damascus.
KeywordsHulagu — Kitbuga — Timur Lenk — The Tatars — Al-Zahir Barqug — Judge Burhan al-Din — Ahmad
ibn Uways — Aleppo — Hama — Damascus — Ibn Khaldun — The city of Sivas
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