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Administrative and demographic developments in the city of Samarra and
their impact on cultural heritage sites (A historical study 1940-2021)
Asst. Dr. Ali Muhammad Mahmoud Khalaf

College of Arts, Samarra University
Asst. Dr. Zakaria Hashim Ahmed Al-Khader
College of Arts, Samarra University

Summary:

The archaeological sites in the city of Samarra have been subjected to serious
encroachments over the centuries following its abandonment. The hands of
vandals gradually encroached upon it, bit by bit, transforming it into heaps and
mounds of rubble and dust scattered over a wide area of land. Nevertheless,
there are still many landmarks that resisted the vandals' hands until the mid-
twentieth century. However, there was an escalation in encroachments due to the
expansion and urban growth of the city, resulting in the excavation of a wide
area to expand the city's geographical area. These encroachments continued until
the 1980s when the government realized the importance of archaeological sites
and worked to prevent encroachments by issuing appropriate regulations.
However, the American occupation of Iraq in 2003 marked a dangerous turning
point in the course of these encroachments, opening the door widely for vandals
to practice the worst types of encroachments, posing the greatest danger
throughout the city's long history. This study provides a comprehensive
documentation of the nature of these encroachments and their impact on the
archaeological reality in the city.
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