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Aesthetic dimensions in ancient Arabic poetry: a critical analysis

Dr. Laith Sami Alwan
General Directorate of Education Diyala

Latih@yahoo.com

Abstract:

Classical Arabic poetry is one of the most prominent literary forms that reflects the
cultural identity of the Arab nation, serving as a mirror for the beliefs and traditions that
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prevailed in those times. This made it a central subject of multiple critical studies aimed at
understanding how poets employed these rhetorical tools in their verses and their impact
on Arab society. This study aims to provide a critical analysis of the aesthetic dimensions
in classical Arabic poetry, focusing on the elements that shaped the poets' style in those
eras and how they contributed to enhancing the cultural identity of the Arab nation. The
study faces several challenges, one of which is the ambiguity of defining aesthetic
dimensions in literature, leading to varying interpretations among critics and thinkers.
Therefore, we relied on the analytical critical approach to examine the texts, and we found
that aesthetic dimensions in classical Arabic poetry largely depend on rhetorical elements
such as metaphor and imagery, which give the texts a unique beauty. The study also
revealed that the relationship between artistic beauty and meaning was not merely
linguistic embellishment but a means to convey cultural and social messages. Furthermore,
the study confirmed that classical Arabic poetry was a significant tool in shaping the
cultural identity of Arab society, reflecting the influence of the cultural and political
environment in shaping the artistic beauty of the texts. Therefore, we recommend
conducting more critical studies that explore the aesthetic dimensions in classical Arabic
poetry, focusing on the various rhetorical techniques used by poets.

Keywords: (Classical Poetry, Aesthetic Dimensions, Arabic Literature, Descriptive
Analysis, Literary Criticism).
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