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Symbolic connotations
in contemporary Algerian painting
Assistant Professor Hadeel Hadi Abdul Ameer
University of Babylon - College of Fine Arts
fine.hadeel.hadi@ubabylon.edu.iq

Research summary

The Algerian visual art life is characterized by its richness in trends
and experiences, the multiplicity of capitals in which Algerian visual
artists studied, the breadth of their connection with artistic experiences
around the world, and the Algerian artist's tendency to research,
experiment, innovate, and draw inspiration from the rich creative
heritage of his civilizations and the civilizations of the peoples of the
world.

The current research was concerned with investigating symbolic
connotations and their representations in contemporary Algerian
painting, so it studied the nature of the symbol as an effective activity
in the aesthetic and artistic structure, which prompted the research to
delve into its representations in contemporary Algerian painting.

The research contained four chapters, the first chapter included the
research problem, its importance, and the need for it. The research
problem was determined by the following question: What is the nature
of the process of symbolic connotations in the contemporary Algerian
graphic text?

The first chapter also included the research objective by revealing the
symbolic connotations and their representations in contemporary
Algerian painting, while the research limits were limited to an
objective study of (symbolic connotations and their representations in
contemporary Algerian painting) through analyzing illustrated models
of artistic texts representing the productions of contemporary Algerian
painters for the time period (1980-2000 AD) in the State of Algeria.
As for the second chapter, it included the theoretical framework that
contained two topics, the first of which dealt with the nature of the
symbol cognitively in philosophy from Aristotle to contemporary
philosophy. The second topic dealt with the artistic features in modern
Algerian painting, concluding the theoretical framework by discussing
the most important indicators that the research reached in order to
benefit from them when analyzing the research sample. As for the
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third chapter: The research community consists of about (40)
paintings from the works of Arab Algerian painters within the
boundaries of contemporary Algerian painting from the year (1980-
2000 AD), the researcher, according to the time limits of the research,
determined two decades, which are the nineties and the two thousand,
and the researcher intentionally selected the sample (4) paintings as a
sample for the research within the decades and according to what was
mentioned in the research community, as for the research
methodology, the researcher relied on the method of the (descriptive
analytical) approach.

As for the fourth chapter, it included the results of the research and its
conclusions, in addition to the recommendations and proposals.
Among the most prominent results reached by the research:

1)The Algerian artist tried through color alienation and using
symbolic colors to approach the subjective emotional concepts, to
search for a proposed beauty by abandoning the particles to reach the
overall idea.

2)The Algerian artist gives a sense of the focus of an accumulated
vision, and the artworks represented the spirit of Islamic civilization,
in an integrated artistic form, as it falls between what is identical to
reality and what is symbolic and conventional.

The conclusions are:

The symbolic expression of (folk heritage) was the most prevalent
among other forms of symbolic expression, which confirms the
predominance of contemporary Algerian artists in showing their folk
heritage to the recipient and the artist’s sincerity in expressing
Algerian artistic folklore in his contemporary artistic works. The
research also concluded with recommendations, suggestions, and Arab
and foreign sources..

Keywords: Significance, Symbol, Contemporary Algerian Painting.
Researcher
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