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Counter-Terrorism in Iraq: Between Security Challenges and
the Legal Framework

(A Study in National Legislation and International Cooperation)

Researcher: Omar Hamed Obeid Sharqi
PhD Candidate — Faculty of Law,

University of Sfax

Terrorism remains one of the most critical challenges confronting states in the modern era, given
its direct threat to national security and societal peace. In the Iraqi context, the phenomenon of
terrorism escalated rapidly after 2003, compelling the state to adopt a series of exceptional
measures. These included the formulation of a specialized legal framework and engagement in
wide-ranging international cooperation to address transnational threats. This study aims to
analyze the legislative and security policies adopted by Iraq in combating terrorism, with a
specific focus on the Anti-Terrorism Law No. 13 of 2005, which constitutes the cornerstone of
the national legal framework.

The first section of the study provides a critical reading of the law’s content, examining its
legislative structure, its role in criminalizing terrorist acts, imposing penalties, and addressing the
challenges related to the protection of human rights. It also discusses the mechanisms for
compensating victims of terrorism, highlighting the efforts made by the state through legal and
regulatory measures—particularly Law No. 20 of 2009 and its amendments.

In its second section, the study explores the dimensions of Iraq’s international cooperation in the
field of counter-terrorism, especially with NATO and the European Union, through training
programs, armament support, and intelligence-sharing. It demonstrates how such partnerships
have contributed to enhancing the efficiency and capabilities of Iraq’s security institutions.

The research concludes that Iraq’s effectiveness in combating terrorism depends on maintaining
a balance between security and human rights, integrating national legal frameworks with
international support, and the necessity of reforming national policies in alignment with
international standards and the rule of law.

Keywords: Terrorism, Counter-Terrorism, Security Challenge, Legal Framework, National
Legislation, International Cooperation.
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@ North  Atlantic treaty organizations, NATO - TIraqi relations, on site:
www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics

@YPhilip H. Gordon, "Give NATO a Role in Post-war Iraq 2003", this article found on :
www.brookings.edu.
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29 North Atlantic treaty organizations, op., cit., www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/topics
GO Philip H. Gordon, op., cit., www.brookings.edu.
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