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The Intelligence and Operational Role of the Iraqi Counter-
Terrorism Service After 2014
An Analytical Study
Brigadier General Staff
lyad Ahmed Sukran
(ICTS)

This research analytically examines the operational and intelligence role of the Iraqi Counter-
Terrorism Service (CTS) during the period 2014-2023, a pivotal phase marked by escalating
security threats following the takeover of large swathes of Iraqi territory by the terrorist
organization ISIS. It traces the military and security operations undertaken to liberate cities and
restore national sovereignty. The study highlights how the CTS evolved from conventional
engagement to adopting highly precise tactical and intelligence-based strategies that had a direct
impact in defeating terrorism and limiting its capacity to regenerate.

The research is divided into two main axes. The first focuses on the operational efforts of the
CTS in major liberation battles such as Amerli, Mosul Dam, Fallujah, Tikrit, Mosul, Anbar, and
Hawija. It analyzes planning mechanisms, deployment strategies, coordination with other forces,
and the decisive frontline role played by the CTS. The second axis sheds light on the post-2017
evolution of intelligence performance, where the Service shifted toward preemptive strikes and
dismantling sleeper cells through precision operations supported by advanced technical and
intelligence capabilities, along with cooperation from the international coalition and local
populations.

The research relies on statistical analysis and real-world field operations, highlighting qualitative
indicators of performance accuracy, intelligence effectiveness, and the competence of the Iraqi
fighter. It also discusses the CTS’s adherence to rules of engagement rooted in humanitarian
principles, its role in managing displacement and relief efforts, and its integration of military and
civilian efforts—factors that have positioned it as one of the most prominent security institutions
in the region.

The study concludes that the Iraqi Counter-Terrorism Service has established an advanced
security model in combating terrorism, effectively integrating high operational capacity with
professional intelligence performance to support the development of sustainable security
grounded in deterrence, prevention, and institutional integration.

Keywords: Terrorism, Iraqi Counter-Terrorism Service, Operational Transformation,
Intelligence Integration.
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