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International Intervention and Its Implications on the
International System and Relations Among Great Powers
Brigadier General Staff
Ali Hussein Fadel
(ICTS)

This research addresses the Kosovo crisis as a pivotal turning point in the history of international
relations in the post—-Cold War era. It analyzes the historical and political context of the ethnic
conflict in the region of Kosovo, culminating in the 1999 international military intervention led
by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The study investigates the implications of
this intervention on the structure of the international system and on prevailing concepts such as
national sovereignty and humanitarian intervention.

The research is based on the hypothesis that the military intervention in Kosovo marked a
transformative moment in the rules governing the use of force at the international level. It broke
the traditional prohibition on the use of force without explicit authorization from the United
Nations Security Council, under the justification of the "Responsibility to Protect”" (R2P) and the
prevention of crimes against humanity.

The study explores the roots of the crisis by analyzing the historical, geopolitical, and
demographic factors that contributed to the escalation of conflict between Serbs and Albanians.
It follows the outbreak of the war and the decision of the international community to intervene
militarily without international consensus. Furthermore, the research examines the roles of
various international actors—such as the United States, the European Union, and Russia—and
how the Kosovo crisis represented a sharp intersection between Western and Russian interests,
ultimately becoming a model for the conflict of wills over the shape of the new world order.

The study also considers the impact of the intervention on international legitimacy and its
consequences for relations among the great powers, especially amid rising geopolitical tensions
in the third millennium. The research concludes that the use of force in the Kosovo crisis
produced a non-traditional model of humanitarian intervention, reshaped the boundaries of
international legitimacy, and cast a long shadow over the concepts of sovereignty and collective
security. Consequently, Kosovo has become a living example of the delicate balance between
legal and political considerations in the management of international crises.

Keywords: Kosovo Crisis, Use of Force, International Intervention, International System,
Relations Among Great Powers.
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