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Abstract:

Techniques used by teachers spring from the nature of the material, his beliefs,
experiences, personal style, level of mastery, the aims of the course, the time
available and the method chosen.

This study aims at:

1-1dentifying the prevailing techniques used in teaching fifth grade English
syllabus of primary schools.

2-Suggesting the favourable techniques for teaching the English syllabus of fifth
grade at primary schools in Al-Amarah City.

3- The sample of this study consists of (10) teachers who are teaching Book 1 of
RECI at primary schools in Al-Amarah City.
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The scientifically recorded observation is the instrument adopted in this study
for measuring the favourable technigues of teaching Book

1. In this regard the researchers have prepared a checklist of (53) items which
consider the desired techniques for teaching the English syllabus of Book ! of
REC 1.

The findings of the study indicate that:

1- (32) Items that comprise 60.37% of the checklist receive high degrees, i.e.
such items are widely followed by teachers.

2- (21) Items that comprise 39.62% of the checklist receive low degrees, i.e.
such items are less frequently applied.

In the light of the findings of the study, several recommendations and
suggestions are proposed.

1. The Problem

Teaching techniques are the vehicles, which are used by teachers to help
pupils learn and gain experiences and create positive classroom activities, as
much as these techniques are varied, they lead to successful and fruitful learning
in the foreign language. They help teachers achieve their objectives (Asowrth,
1985: 124).

The English language teacher's work is an active and purposeful one when he
can plan carefully and frequently make the necessary changes in the contents
and methods of teaching programme to fit the interest and needs of pupils. It
seems that the majority of primary English teachers' interests does not go far in
planning their work, and do not understand which of the methods could result
for the benefit of the pupils, yet a good English language teacher could make a
success of any method (Ramadan, 1998; 2).
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However, the significance of this problem lies in the fact that it tackles the
process of using techniques of teaching Book | at the primary schools, which are
considered one of the main factors in teaching EFL, i.e., the significance of the
problem lies in identifying the actual techniques used in teaching Book 1 and then
assessing the extent of using the officially recommended techniques. The
researchers will modify the followed techniques and come up with some practical
suggestions and recommendations.

This study attempts to explore the exact teaching techniques used by teachers in
teaching Book 1, in order to find out whether there is a gap between what is
supposed to be followed by teachers and what is actually followed in teaching
Book 1 of RECI in the light of the modern trends of teaching English as a foreign
language.

2. Aims of the Study

This study aims at:

1- Identifying the prevailing techniques used in teaching English syllabus of Book
| of fifth grade of primary schools.

2- Suggesting the favourable techniques for teaching the English syllabus of fifth
grade at primary schools.

3. Value of the Study

This study is useful in:

1- Providing a set of favourable techniques used in teaching Book 1. These
techniques may be useful to teachers of book I at the primary school.

2- Developing the process of teaching of English as a foreign language in Iraq.
4. Limits of the Study

The study is limited to:
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1-The teachers (males and females) of the fifth year primary schools in Al-Amarah
City during the academic year 2005-2006.

4- Rafidain English course for Iraqi, Book | of the fifth year used in lIraqi primary
schools.

5. Classroom Technigues

Good (1973: 554) define techniques as "A specific way of presenting
instructional material or conducting instructional activities". The effectiveness of a
technique depends on the way it is used (Allen and Compbell, 1972: 7).

Teachers may develop their own teaching techniques when they are well-informed
by a particular view of language and particular theory of teaching.

A technique is the behavioural manifestation of the principles, in other words, the
classroom activities and procedures derived from an application of the principles
(Freeman, 1986: xi).

Certain techniques are successful because they involve the pupils in certain activities
that result in a good theoretical justification, a particular techniqgue may be
compatible with more than one method depending on the way in which the technique
IS used.

One teaching technique may be used differently by many teachers and they may
present the same material in different ways even they share the same method.

6. Procedure

To achieve the aims of this study, the following procedures are followed:
1- Selecting a sample of 10 primary school teachers of English.
2- The scientifically recorded observation is the instrument adopted in this study for

measuring the favourable techniques of teaching Book 1 in Al-Amarah City.
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3- To achieve the purposes of the study, the teachers of English of fifth year in 10
primary schools in Al-Amarah City have been observed while teaching Book 1.

4- The researchers have prepared a checklist of 53 items to achieve the aims of the
study. Also, a four-point scale ranging from always, scarcely, sometimes, and never
is used to help the observers to determine the frequency of the use of each technique.

7. Techniques of Communication Method

In applying this approach, the following techniques are used:
1- The teacher tries to create an encouraging atmosphere.
2- The teacher introduces the material.

3- The teacher presents the unit after relating it to the pupils' probable community
experiences.

4- The pupils listen to the teacher.

5- The teacher uses audio-visual aids.

6-The teacher asks his pupils to make their predictions of the material.

7- The teacher asks his pupils if they have any question.

8- The teacher writes their predictions of the material in their own words.
9- The teacher asks questions about the material.

10- The class is divided into pairs or small groups to discuss the questions and their
answers.

11- The teacher postpones in correcting pupils' errors as soon as natural outcome of
the development of communication skills.

12- The pupils are encouraged to play a language game or do a role-play.

197
Journal of Missan Researches. Vol (3).No (5).2006



Assessment of the techniques........ R.A. Hameed& F.R .Abdul Hussain

(See Freeman, 1986, 124-128; Al-Mutawa and Al-Kailan, 1989: 122-123; and
Harmer, 2001: 86).

8. Statistical Means

The following statistical means have been used by the researchers in order to achieve
the objectives of the study.

1- Cooper Formula: it is used to find out the reliability coefficient of the checklist.
Cooper = A x 100
A+D
A = frequency of constancy between two observers.
D = frequency of in constancy between two observers
(Al-Mufti, 1984:63)

2- Percentage: it is used to find out the percentage of using the teaching techniques
by the teachers of the sample. Percentage weight = results/higher degree.

(Al-Bayat and Ethnasyous, 1977: 8)

3- Fisher Formula: it is used to find out the degree of power of the items of the
observation checklist (the use of each technique)

Degree of power = FX+ FX + F3X2 +F4X3

Total Frequency
Where:
FI = frequency of first alternative = (never)
F2 = frequency of second alternative = (sometimes)

F3 = frequency of third alternative = (frequently)
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F4- frequency of fourth alternative = (always)

(Fisher, 1955:327)

9. Description of the Checklist Items

The total number of the checklist items applied for the assessment of Book 1 of
English in the fifth grade in primary schools is fifty-nine.

The techniques are classified according to many areas of teaching: planning the
lesson, teaching conversation, teaching reading, teaching workbook exercises, and
teaching spelling the checklist items. A four-point scale (never, sometimes,
frequently, always) is used, in order to identify the techniques followed by primary
schools teachers.

Table (1) shows the percentage and the degree of power for each item in the
checklist as well as the number of teachers who employed it. The scale point is given
the degrees 0, 1, 2, and 3, respectively. Accordingly, the items with 0.00 degree of
power are never used by teachers, those whose degree of power is ranging from 0.0
to 2.0 are less commonly used, and finally those whose degree of power is ranging
from 2.00 to 3.00 are widespread or commonly used.
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10. Results Analysis

Discussing the techniques used in teaching English syllabus of Book 1.

10.1 Lesson Planning

A careful inspection of Table (2) shows that the average degree of power (hence
for short, DP) of primary English teacher's sample is 1.7 which is much less
than the theoretical mean 2.00. This means that the primary English teachers are
in general inefficient and inadequate in the planning of their lessons. More
specifically, the items are above or equal to the theoretical mean namely 7 with
the degree of power 2.2.

Table (2) The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of the Items Related to
Lesson Planning

Item No Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
7 1 prepare daily, weekly and 2.2
monthly lesson plan
8 2 put down the main part of the 1.9
lesson on the board
9 3 state the objectives of the 1.9
lesson
10 4 give each activity its due share 1.9
of time
11 5 have quick review of the 1.4
material presented in previous
lesson
12 6 determine the suitable method 0.9
for the lesson
Average 1.7
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10.2 Teaching Conversation

An encouraging result is arrived at in this area Table (3) shows that the
performance of primary English teachers is well adequate in this area since the
average degree of power of the items is 2.32 which is greater than the theoretical
mean 2.00, in particular, their performance is good on the items that occupy the
four ranks, i.e., items 13, 14, 15, and 16.

Table (3)

The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of Using the Items Related to
Teaching Conversation

Item No | Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
13 1 read the conversation and 2.4
explain it
14 2 state the meaning of its new 2.4
words
15 3 ask the pupils to read the 2.4

conversation individually using

pair work or group work (as a
communication read of idea
from one pupil to another)

16 4 correct any mistake done by 2.1
the pupils

Average 2.32
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10.3 Teaching Reading

The examination of Table (4) indicates that the primary English teachers are
incompetent in managing the activities of this area, in general, since the average
degree of power is 1.93 which is less than the theoretical mean 2.00.
Nevertheless, these primary school teachers perform well on items 17, 18, 19,
20, 23, 25, 26, 27, as their DP are larger than theoretical one, on the other hand,
the rest of the items with a ranking order of twenty-one, twenty-two and twenty
four with DP below the theoretical mean display poor performance of primary
English teachers.

Table (4) check

The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of Using the Items Related to
Teaching Reading

Item No | Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
17 1 Make the pupils read
individually, into pairs, and
groups
18 2 present the material orally in 2.4

order to develop the listening
and speaking skills

19 3 open books and read the 2.4
material that introduce orally
20 4 read the activity orally as a 2.4
complete unit
21 5 state the meaning of its new 2.2
words

22 6 correct any mistake done by 2.2
the pupils

23 7 read and alphabet the word 2.1
gradually

24 8 suggest look and say method 2.1
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25 9 make the pupils recognize the 1.7
letters and name them orally

26 10 make the pupils read quickly 1.2
complete words by using flash

cards
27 11 introduce words or sentences 0.6
as a complete unit
Average 1.93

10.4 Teaching Work Book Exercises

It is clear from Table (5) that the performance of primary English teachers in
this area is couraging since the average DP is 2.125 which is above the
theoretical one 2.00, taken separately. Their performance is good in the items
29, 30, and 31 that concern "ask the pupils to write the done exercises using
cursive handwriting", "make sure that all the exercises of each unit must be done
by all the pupils”, "write the letters of English alphabet in their small and capital
forms and numbers using semi-cursive and capital forms" with a DP of 1.7 is
less than the theoretical mean reflect inadequate performance of primary English
teachers.
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Table (5)

The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of Using the Items Related to
Teaching Workbook Exercises

Item NoO Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
28 1 ask the pupils to write in their 2.3
workbooks the done exercises
cursive
using handwriting
29 2 make sure that all the exercises 2.3
of each unit must be done by all
the pupils
30 3 write the letters of English 2.3
alphabet in their small and
capital forms and numbers using
semi-cursive and capital forms
31 4 make the pupils do many 1.7
exercises to develop their
writing skills
Average 2.125

10.5 Teaching Spelling and Dictation

The inspection of Table (6) indicates that the primary English teachers are
incompetent in managing their activities of this area, in general, since the
average DP mean is 1.25 which is less than the theoretical mean 2.00.
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Nevertheless, the primary English teachers perform well on item them to follow

as.

T: M-E-C-H-A-N-I-C

P1: Mechanic

P2: M-E-C-H-A-N-I-C, or the other hand, the rest of the items occupying the
ranks thirty-three to thirty-six with DP below the theoretical mean display poor
performance of the primary English teaches.

Table (6)

The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of Using the Items Related to
Teaching Spelling and Dictation

Item No Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
32 1 Select some words which are 2.2
known by the pupils and ask
them to follow as:
T: M-E-C-H-A-N-I-C
P.: Mechanic
P2: M-E-C-H-A-N-1-C
33 2 ask the pupils to spell the 1.8
previous words
34 3 correct the pupils writing 1.8
35 4 give any picture and ask the 1.1
pupils to write a word or phrase
or sentence around it
36 5 choose some pictures and show 0.7
them to the pupils to say the
words that represent those
pictures
Average 1.25
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10.6 Teaching Songs and Rhymes

A careful inspection of Table (7) shows that the average DP of primary English
teachers in using the techniques of teaching songs and rhythm is 1.78, which is
less than the theoretical mean 2.00. This means that the primary English
teachers are in general inefficient in teaching songs and rhymes, more
specifically the items are above to the theoretical mean namely, items 38, 39,
40, 41, 42, and 43. In the other word, primary English teachers perform
moderately well in these activities, on the other hand, their performance is
inadequate on the rest of the items of this area which occupy the ranks 37 and 39
because their DP are less than the theoretical one.

Table (7)

The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of Using the Items Related to
Teaching Song and Rhymes

Item No Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
37 1 make the pupils sing the song or say the 24
rhyme individually, using pair work or group
work
38 2 state the meaning of its new words and 2.3
expressions by using pictures
39 3 make the pupils repeat the previously learned 2.3
songs from time to time
40 4 cut the song into syllabus and 2.3
explain them
41 5 encourage the pupils to 2.1
memorize the song
42 6 give an idea about the presented 1.5
song or rhyme
43 7 present the song clearly while 0.2
the pupils listening to him. are
Average 1.78
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10.7 Teaching Language Games

It is clear from Table (8) that the overall performance of primary English
teachers in this area is poor and discouraging since the average DP is 1.14 which
Is below the theoretical DP 2.00. Taken separately, their performance is good
only in the first item "select suitable game (related to lesson material, easy to
practise and does not take a long time). The rest of the items with the ranks 46,
50, 45, 47, 48 and 49, reflect inadequate performances since their DP are less

than the theoretical one.

Table (8)

The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of Using the Items Related to

Teaching Language Games

Item No | Item Rank | Item Content Degree of Power

44 1 select a suitable game (related to 1.8
lesson material, easy to practise and
does not take a long time)

45 2 explain the way in which the game 1.4
should be started

46 3 mange, control and guide the game 1.4
by him/her

47 4 ask the pupils participate in the 1.4
game. 10

48 5 present a game at the suitable time 1.1

(at the middle or end of the lesson)
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49 6 0.7
relax during the game
50 7 state the linguistics aim beyond the 0.2
given game
Average 1.37

10. 8 Using Teaching Aids

The performance of the primary English teachers in this area is also
unsatisfactory in general. This can be
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dedicated from the average DP 1.37 which is below the theoretical mean 2.00.

Table (9)

The Ranking Order and the Degree of Power of Using the Items Related to

Using Teaching Aids

Item No | Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
51 1 ask the pupils to bring an old 1.5
tool such as; telephone. watch
or doll and show it to the pupils
52 2 utilize the board for writing 1.5
53 3 use the role-playing activity for 1.5
encouraging the pupils to
practice the lesson material
54 4 use suitable and attractive visual 1.00
aids such as pictures and flash
cards (in read objects)
Average 1.37

10.9 Assessment

Primary English teachers are poor teachers in this area in general. This finding is
manifested in Table (10) where the average DP 1.31 is less than the theoretical
mean 2.00 only one item shows adequate performance; namely, item 55
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which is referring to "conduet daily, monthly and final tests".

Table (10)
The Ranking Order and the Degree Power of the Items Related to
Assessment
Item No | Item Rank Item Content Degree of Power
55 1 conduct daily, monthly and final 2.6
tests
56 2 give back the test paper as quick 1.8
as possible for the pupils to
know their mistake
57 3 encourage the pupils to use self- 1.5
evaluation in classroom activity
58 4 give clear instructions 0.5
concerning the conducted test
59 5 conduct achievements (written 0.5
and oral) tests
Average 1.37
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Table (11)
The Widespread Techniques of Teaching Book! at Primary School

conduct daily, monthly and’
find tests,
| read the conversation and
explain it.
state the meaning of its
finew words.
Jask the pupils to read the
fconversation  individually
using pair work or group
work (as a read
fcommunication  of ideall
trom one pupil to another).
make the pupils read|lf 2. T6.66%
individually, into  pairs
group and as a group work. [fl 2.- 76.66%
present the material orally || |
in order to develop thelll 2.3 [} 76.66%
listening  and  speaking
skills.
'make the pupils sing the!
song or say the rhyme}
individnally, pair work or

70.66%
76.66%

bt 1

group work, 2.3 76.60%
ask the pupils 1o write thefl 2.2 73.33%
|'done  exercises  usinglf 2.2 73.33%
cursive handwriting. 2.2 73.33%
malro oma that all  the )-8 73.33%

217
Journal of Missan Researches. Vol (3).No (5).2006



excreises of each unit must
be done by all the pupils.
write the letter of Englishf§
alphabet in their small and
capital forms and numbers|f
Jlusing  semi-cursive and
¥ capital forms.
encourage the pupils to
jlmemorize the song.
make the pupils repeat the
previously learned songs
from time to time.,
cut the song intoe syllable
and explain it.
prepare daily, weekly and
monthly lesson plan.
read the activity orally as a
ccomplete unit, .
state the meaning of its
new words.
Select some words which
are known by the pupils
and ask them to follow as:
T: M-E-C-H-A-N-[-C
P,: Mechanic
o Pa: M-E-C-H-A-N-[-C
read and alphabet the word
gradually.
correct any mistake done
by the pupils.
| state the meaning of its
new words and expressions ||
by using picture.
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suggest ook and SEI_V
method.
put down the main part of ||

the lesson on the board.

state the objectives of the

lesson.

give each activity its due

share of time.

ask the pupils to spell the
previous words,

correct the pupils writing.

select  suitable  gamelff ‘
(related to lesson material,

easy to practice and does

not take a long time).

‘give back the test paper as
quick as possible for the
pupils to  know their
mistake,

make the pupils recognice
the letters and name them
orally.

make the pupils do many
excreises o develop theur
writing skills.

219
Journal of Missan Researches. Vol (3).No (5).2006



Assessment of the techniques........ R.A. Hameed& F.R .Abdul Hussain

Table (12)

Less Commonly Applied Techniques of Teaching Book! of Primary School

No.

od
oJ

40)
50
19
18

47

‘ Items |

present the song while
ilhc puptls listen to ham
'by register ar radin.

'state the linguistics aim
beyond the given game.
conduct  achievements!
(written and oral) tests.
give clear instructions
concerning the conducted |
Lest.

inroduce words  or
sentences as a complete
WnttL.

relax during the game.
choose some pictures and
show them to the pupils
o sav the weords that
represent those pictures.

lldetermine  the suitable

‘method for the lesson.
Lse sultable and
attractive  visuwal  ads

such as pictures and tlash
cards (in read objects).
present a game at the

Msuitable ume (at  the

midAdls Aar and af thal
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{2
0.5
0.5
.6
0.7

0.7

|.4
.4
1.4
|.4

6.6%

6.6"%%
] {7 .‘)()“{{I
16.66%

20%

40%
46.66%
46.66%
46.66%
46.00%

50%

50%

I



lesson).

I
give any picture and ask

the pupils e write a word
o phrase or sentence
around i1,
make the pupils read
quickly complete words
by using tlash cards.
mange. control and guide
[ the game by him/her.
lask the pupils to
participate in the game, |
explain the way in which!
the pame should be
started.
have quick review of thc’
material presented in|
previous lesson,
encourage the pupils to
use  self-evaluation  in|
classroom activity,
use  the  role-playing
lactivity for encouraging
the pupils 10 practice the
lesson material.

| writing.
ask the pupils e bring an
leld  tool  such  as;!
1elephone, watch or doll|
|l and show it to the pupils. |
| eive an idea about the
|present song or thyme.
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11. Recommendations

The following recommendations could be beneficial by the teachers of Book 1.
These include:

1- A guide for the teacher is needed at primary stage. It contains the main steps
of teaching Bookt as well as the general and behavioural objectives.

2- Teachers should exchange visits with other teachers of English at primary
schools to increase their knowledge on the most updated teaching techniques.

3- TV. training lessons should be more interesting and should involve the best
and most favourable techniques.

4- Teachers have to increase the participation of their pupils by involving them
in most class activities and by using various kinds of teaching techniques such
as role play, group work, and written work and so on.
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Checklisr

ftemy

¢ the Lesson: 'l‘hc teacher should:

prcpare (:ail)'. weekly and monthly lesson
plan. ]
have quick review of the material presented in
previous lesson.

3 put down the main part of the lesson on the

: board.
| determine the sutable me lhod fm the lc>~un-

Jistate the objectives of the lesson
leive cach activity its due share ol time.

Teaching Conversation: The teacher
shou!d:

fread the conversation and explain it
state the meaning ol i1s new words.

ask the pupils o read the conversation
individually using pair work or group work
(as a read communication ol idea from one
pupil w another).
correct any mistake done by the 1ls

The tcachcr should

Reading:

u'u.l the

state the meaning ol its new words.

e activity orally as a comnyg plete unit.

Meke the pupils read individually, into pairs
group and as a group work. -
correct any mistake done by the pupils.

make the pupils recognize the letters and
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J name them ona]lv
16 [lmake the pupils read quukl\ LOI’ITP]C’(C words
by using flash
" cards, 7
17 Ysuggest look and say method.
I8 \ introduce words or sentences as a complete
e unit.
19 | 'read and alphabet the word ”rdduall\
20 g present the material orally in order to dechop
‘Lhe listening and speaking skills. e |
21 fopen books and read the material that
Jintroduce orally,

—-

N e T T T A . o
Teaching Work Book Exercises:

teacher should'

make the pupils do mdnv exercises to develop
their writing skills.

ask the pupils to write the done exercises
Using cursive
handwriting, =
make sure that all the exercises of each unit
must be done by all the pupils. B

write the letter of English alphabet in their
qmq!l zmd capna! lozms :md numbcrq using

Tm‘:chmg Spelling and Dictation:
teacher should:

I'he

26 fSelect some words which are known by the
| pupils and ask them to follow as: ‘
- T M-E-C-H-A-N-I-C
| Py: Mechanic
P M-E-C-H-A-N-I-C
27 lchoose some pictures and show them to the|
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| pupils to say the words that represent those!
pictures. |
ask the pupils to spell the prev jous wolds
give any plCIJle and ask the pupils o write a
word or phrase or sentence around L
co! rect the p\,pllq Writing.

Teaching songs and Rhiymes: | he teac

slwuld

| cive an idea about the present song or thyime
'state the meaning of its new words and
expressions by using picture

nresent the song while the pupllc listen to him
by register or radio. h

make the pupils sing the song or \d\' the
rhyme individually, pair work or group work.
encourage the pupils to memorize the song.
make the pupils repeat the previously le.u‘ned
S0ngs | ‘rom time o tume.

cut the song into syllable and explain i1

The teacher

Teaching Language Game:
should:

select  suitable pame (related 1o Jesson
material, easy 1o practice and does not take a
lon o] tune). i

present a bdlllt. al the suitable time (at the |

| s1ate the Imgm.s.u.s aum 'x_\,rmd the given

| explain the way in which the game should be
started. gl
mange, conwol and guide 1t lhe game by |
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him/her.

| ask the pupils to Pamupatu in the game.
‘relax during the game,

1 m"mmc Pro erties:  The teacher should

ask the pupils to bring an ald tool such as;
telephone, watch or doll and show 1t to the
pupils.

_ut|h7e the board for wntma

use the role-playing activity for L.anudLlng
the pupils to practice the lesson material

use suitable and attractive visual aids such as
pictures and flash cards (in read objects).

‘give clear (pstructions concerning  the
conducted test.

conduct achievements (\\mlen and oral) tests,
.wnduu daily, menthly and find tests.

- ——— < P ——

Ll\e back the test paper as quick as possible
for the pupils to know their mistake,

'encourage the pupils to use self-evaluation in
classroom activity.
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