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Gingival sounds in the Arabic language

Bothaina Hussein
College of Education for Girls/university of Baghdad

A . Dr. Walaa Sadiq
College of Education for Girls/university of Baghdad
Abstract :

The Arabic language has always been and still is the
preoccupation of our scholars, both advanced and late, because
of the amazing secrets that this language holds. What
distinguished it from the rest of the languages is that its owners
speak with sounds that others are unable to pronounce, except by
vigorous attempts, and these voices include za’, middle and
extreme hamza, and ha’.

Makki bin Abi Talib stated that Al-Asma’i mentioned that the
sound of Tha’a is not present in Persian or Roman, and not in
Syriac.

As for the ain, the sad, the dad, the qaf, the za’ and the tha’, they
are few in the foreign languages.

Our scholars were interested in the sound outputs and their
characteristics, so their opinions varied between compatibility
and disagreement.

Among these sounds that they studied are the gingival sounds, as
Al-Farahidi called them (Al-Dha’, Al-Dhal, and Al-Thaa’).
Keywords: gingival sounds, ancient and modern, comparison.
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Conclusion:

The research showed the similarity and difference in the number of
exits in the Arabic sounds, some of them mentioned that it is sixteen
exits, some of them mentioned that it is seventeen, and some of them
mentioned that it is thirty-five.

2) Al-Farahidi mentioned that the gingival sounds from the sixth exit
are before the Dalaqgiya and after the nat’iyah, and Sibawayh disagreed
with him, as he had it before the sound of the fa’ and after the sounds
of the whistling.

3) The sound of the za’ is the strongest of the gingival sounds, but it is
the weakest of the sounds of the syllables due to its looseness.

4) If the sound of the za’ is connected to the ta’ of the speech, it must
be stated, otherwise it will be pronounced as a ta’, and it must be
stated when it meets the fa’ sound so that the fa’ does not turn into a
tha’.

5) The voice of the dhal mediates between the za’ and the thaa’, as it is
weaker than the dhaal because it is not applied, and is stronger than
the al-tha’ for its loudness.

6) The thal must be thinned when it meets the lam and the ra, in order
to prevent the occurrence of occlusion in it, and it is pronounced as a
za’.

7) When the Dhal meets the Nun, it must be clarified; So that he does
not get mixed up in him, as well as when he meets the Kaf; To not
utter a word.

8) Al-Basri reject the substitution of the middle tha'a for h. For lack of
convergence of directors, and authorized by Baghdadis, as well as Abu
Bakr.

9) The sound of the Tha’a is thinned if it meets the sound of the alif,
and it must also be clarified if it is followed by the kha because of its
weakness and the strength of the kha.

10) The modernists differed with the ancients by naming them with
gingival sounds and they called them with sananah.
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