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The Position of the Catholic Church on Political Developments in Cuba

1953-1961
Abdullah Muslim Shattab

College of Arts ,University of Thi-Qar

Absract:

The research studies the position of the Catholic Church on Cuban political
developments . Since the July 26 Movement launched its first activities in 1953 led by
Fidel Castro, against the Batista government, and continued until their entry into Cuba and
their assumption of power in early 1959 the church’s main focus was, shedding the blood
of the Cuban people , and playing a role. The mediator between the two parties in order to
reach a peaceful settlement , as the Cuban Church gained great acceptance from Fidel
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Castro, due to the work of some of its men in saving the latter’s life when his attack on the
Moncada Castle failed in July 1953 which enabled it to mediate between them , and after
Fidel Castro took power 1959 relationship became more difficult between the Church and
the Cuban government, due to the latter’s communist tendencies , and it deepened further
after the Bay of Pigs in 1961 .

Keys Words : (Church , Revolution , Fidel Castro) .
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(>)Octavio J. Esqueda , B.A, M.A, Theological Higher Eduacation in Cuba : a case study of the
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(*)Leanardo Falcon , Rethinking the Social Role of the Catholic of Cuba during the
Republicon period 1902 — 1959 , Master of Arts , Florida international University , 2002 ,
P.40.
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(*)F.R.U.S, Vol. VI, Despach From Consulate of Santiago de Cuba to the Department of
State , Santiago de Cuba , February 21, 1958 , No. 18 .
(**)Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 80 .
V0T e ¢ Gl saadl ¢l de st ()
(**)Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 80.
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(*)Petra Kuivala , Never A Chruch of Silence : the Catholic Chruch in Revolutionary Cuba
, 1959 — 1986 ,University of Helsinki , 2019, P. 74 .
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(*)Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 81 .
(**)F.R.U.S, Vol. VI, Despatch from the Embassy in Cuba to the Department of State ,
Havana , February 28, 1958, No. 21, P.39..
(') T.N.A, F.O 1011 / 59 , From the Embassy British (Havana) to Foreign Affairs , Sub (
Situation in Cuba ) , Havana , March 5, 1959 , No. 22 .
(*)T. N. A. F.O: 371/139398 , Ak 1015/6 Batista Castro , Rebel leader , from : British
Embassy, Havana , to Foreign Office London , December 31, 1958 .
(*)Leanardo Falcon, Op.Cit, P. 81
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*)F.R.U.S, Vol. VI, Despach : From the Embassy in Cuba to the Department of State ,
Sub: (Attitude of the Roman Catholic Church in the Present Political Situation in Cuba ) ,
Havana , January 10, 1958 ,No. 2 ,P. 4.
(**) F.R.U.S, Vol. VI, Editorial Note , No. 23, P. 44 .
(*)Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 81 ..
*)F.R.U.S, Vol. VI, Telegram from the Embassy in Cuba to the Department of State ,
Washington , March 5,1958, No. 29, P. 52 .
*) F.R.U.S, Vol. VI, Telegram from the Embassy in Cuba to the Department of State ,
Havana , March 11,1958, N0.30 .
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(*y Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Introdoccion a la Historia de la Iglesia
Catolica en Cuba , Habana , 2021, P. 109 .
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(*F.R.U.S, Vol. VI, Telegram from the Embassy in Cuba to the Department of State ,
Havana , March 16,1958, No. 30 .
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(*) F.R.U.S ,Vol. VI, Memorandum from the deputy Director of Intelligence and Research
(Arneson) to the Secretary of State,Sub(Intelligence Note : Showdown Near in Cuba) ,
Washington , April 2, 1958 , No.47, P. 78 .
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(**) Petra Kuivala , Op.Cit , P. 73.
(**)Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines, Op.Cit, P.109 ¢ Leanardo Falcon,
Op.Cit, P. 80.
(*Y) Qouted in : Ramon Rivas Villa, Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit, P.111.
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Carmen Segrelles Alvarez , La : ki ¢ Al e i€l Ciliadi) dua gy ¢ alal) aUaill 5 doasall
Revolucion Cuban y la Iglesia Catolica : Historia de un desencuentro , Universidad de

Alicante , Espana, 2018,P 22.
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(*)Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 83.
(**)Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit , P.111 .
(*)Petra Kuivala , Op.Cit,P. 76 .
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(**)Petra Kuivala , Op.Cit, P. 84..
(*)Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit , P.112 .
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)*(Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit, P.113 .
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(*)Petra Kuivala , Op.Cit, P. 90 .
(*yRamon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit, P.113 .
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(*)Octavio J. Esqueda , B.A, M.A, Op.Cit, P. 43 .
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()T.N.A , F.O 371 / 148288 , From the Embassy British (Havana) to American
Department Foreign Affairs(London) , Havana, March 2, 1960 , AK 1451/2 .
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(") Qouted in : Joseph Holbrooke , The Catholic in Cuba 1959 — 1962 the clash of
ideologies , International Journal of Cuban Studies , Autumn, Winter 2010, P. 270 .
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(*)Qouted in : Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit, P.109 .
(*)Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit, P.110 .
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(*)Qouted in : T. N. A. F.O: 371/148316 , Ak 16310/1 , Visit to Cuba M. Jack White of the
"Irish Times™ Acount interview "Che Guevara” , from : British Embassy, Havana , to
Foreign Office London , No. 1679/60 , August 2 , 1960 .
(*) Joseph Holbrooke , Op.Cit, P. 271
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()T. N. A. F.O, 371/148326 , Sub : University Students , from : British Embassy, Havana
, to Foreign Office London , No. 21911/60, October 2, 1960 .
(*)P. Ramiro Saenz, Cuba: Iglegia y Revolucion, Nacional de la Buena Prensa Mixico ,
1995, P. 14.
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(*)Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 84 .
(*) Joseph Holbrooke , Op.Cit , P. 272 .
(*)Octavio J. Esqueda , B.A, M.A, Op.Cit, P. 36.
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(*)Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit, P.111.
(**)Octavio J. Esqueda , B.A, M.A, Op.Cit, P. 36 .
(*)Joseph Holbrooke , Op.Cit , P. 273.
(**)Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit , P.134 .
*)lbid , P.113.
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(***)Leanardo Falcon, Op.Cit, P. 84.
(** P. Ramiro Saenz , Op.Cit, P. 115.
(**)Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 86 .
(**)Ramon Rivas Villa , Roberto Mandez Martines , Op.Cit, P.110.

e



AV EET— aY e L. Gl (V) @ake [(¥) 2 /(1) Aaall /(1) Aad) Al aiaal) ciluaal) ddaa

(**)Qouted in : Leanardo Falcon , Op.Cit, P. 83.

(*)lbid , P. 82.
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(**)Octavio J. Esqueda , B.A, M.A, Op.Cit, P. 36 .

(**)Leanardo Falcon, Op.Cit, P. 87 .
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% Octavio J. Esqueda , B.A, M.A, Theological Higher Eduacation in
Cuba : a case study of the eastern Cuba Baptist, theological seminary ,
Doctor of Philosoohy , Universary of North Texas , 2002 .
+» Leanardo Falcon , Rethinking the Social Role of the Catholic of Cuba
during the Republicon period 1902 — 1959 , Master of Arts , Florida
international University , 2002 .
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1. Petra Kuivala , Never A Chruch of Silence : the Catholic Chruch in
Revolutionary Cuba , 1959 — 1986 ,University of Helsinki , 2019.

2. Joseph Holbrooke , The Catholic in Cuba 1959 — 1962 the clash of
ideologies , International Journal of Cuban Studies , Autumn, Winter 2010 .
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3. Carmen Segrelles Alvarez , La Revolucion Cuban y la Iglesia Catolica :
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