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Provisions on the Crime of Environmental
Pollution in National Legislation and International
Conventions

Lect.Najah Ibraheem Sabae Al- Azawi®

Abstract

The crime of environmental pollution is one of the crimes dangerous to
humanity, and it is a topic worthy of attention on the basis that the environ-
ment has not received the necessary care and protection from a legislative
and international standpoint over the past years, and that acts harmful to the
environment can only be classified as international crimes. Especially if one
country uses it to harm another country, as International and national envi-
ronmental legislation does not require, except rarely, that a specific harmful
result be achieved for criminal liability to arise. This is due to several difficul-
ties. Such as lax criminal consequences, and overlapping causes of pollution;
therefore, it has become necessary to protect the environment from all forms
of attacks to which it is exposed, in times of international and non-interna-
tional armed conflicts. Environmental protection laws must clarify the nature
of environmental crime in that it is a continuous and temporary crime, and in
that it is a crime of harm and public danger at the same time. The necessity
of including environmental crimes within the jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court explicitly in the text, whether by making it a fifth mandate for
the court, or as a crime against humanity.

Keywords: provisions, environmental pollution crime, national legisla-
tion, international conventions
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