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The semantic dimensions of wine symbolism in the poetry of
Abu al-Hasan al-Shushtari- An Artistic Study
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Abstract:

In the poetry of Abu al-Hasan al-Shushtari, the symbol of wine
transforms into an open gateway to the realm of the spirit, where the cup

becomes a vessel for esoteric knowledge, and the wine turns into a divine
drink that intoxicates the heart, not the mind. Al-Shushtari does not speak of
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the wine of the earth but rather the wine of heaven, which dissolves
ephemeral existence into the ocean of eternal being. Drinking wine here is
not a physical act but an ecstatic state that lifts the Sufi from the constraints
of the body into the expanses of the soul, where intoxication becomes a path
to spiritual awakening, and wine becomes a means of annihilation in the
Divine Essence. Al-Shushtari sees in wine a symbol of divine love that
liberates the soul from the shackles of the worldly and elevates it to the
realm of divinity, where drinking becomes worship, intoxication becomes
prayer, and wine becomes the language of dialogue between the servant and
his Lord. In every cup that al-Shushtari sips, the ephemeral self vanishes,
and the eternal self emerges in a poetic tableau that blends spiritual beauty
with philosophical depth, where wine transforms into an eternal symbol of
absolute truth.

Key words : Dimensions . Semantic . Symbolic Image . wine . Abu al-
Hasan al-Shushtari
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