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Critical Issues in the Book Qirada al-Dhahab

University of Misan [ College of Basic Education [ Department of Arabic

Language
Nadam JAbbar Nassr

Abstract

Classical Arabic criticism examined poetic texts from various perspectives. It
analyzed poetic imagery, determined its origins, and assessed its strengths and
weaknesses. Critics also extensively discussed a prominent issue: the relationship
between form and meaning. Furthermore, they addressed the issue of poetic
plagiarism, dividing it into numerous categories, including appropriation, imitation,
reproduction, borrowing, and other terms grouped under the concept of plagiarism.

Additionally, they explored metrical and stylistic aspects of poetry.

One of the most prominent early critics was Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani, who authored
the book A/-‘Umda fi Sina‘at al-Shi‘r wa Naqdihi (The Pillar in the Craft of Poetry
and its Criticism). This book received significant attention from critics and scholars,
who analyzed it thoroughly. He also wrote Qirada al-Dhahab fi Naqd Ash ‘ar al-
‘Arab (The Gold Dust in the Critique of Arabic Poetry). Despite its critical
importance, this book has been overlooked by researchers, even though Ibn Rashiq
presented critical judgments in it that significantly influenced classical criticism. This
was the starting point for our study of the critical issues addressed by Ibn Rashiq in
Qirada al-Dhahab.

Keywords: Issues, Criticism, Qiradat Al-Dhahab, Ibn Rashiq, Expression and

Meaning, Originality and Innovation.
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