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Abstract:

Romania and the Soviet Union had a long history of common interests, and the
two countries still share a common neighborhood. There were moments in history
when they were on the same side, and times when they found themselves on opposite
sides. For example, entire areas of land (mostly inhabited by Romanians) changed
hands several times. Romania was an ally of the Russian Empire in World War I, and
fought against the Soviet Union in the first part of World War II. Then in August
1944, it joined the Allied forces and fought alongside the Soviet army until the final
defeat of Nazi Germany. After the end of World War Il, the Soviet Union sought to
consolidate and secure communist influence in Eastern Europe, especially Romania,
by dissolving and forcibly merging parties. The Romanian Workers' Party appeared
on October 5, 1947, and in February 1948, the Soviet Union concluded a treaty of
friendship and cooperation with Romania against Germany or any other state directly
or indirectly linked to it.
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