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Research Summary:

The current study aims to investigate the effectiveness of a proposed strategy
based on gentle teaching in improving the academic achievement in Social Studies

among middle school students.

To achieve the research objective, the researcher formulated the following null

hypothesis:

There is no statistically significant difference at the significance level (0.05) between
the mean scores of the experimental group students, who study Social Studies
according to the proposed strategy based on gentle teaching, and the mean scores
of the control group students, who study the same subject using the traditional

method, in the achievement test.

To test this hypothesis, the researcher conducted an experiment that lasted for an
entire academic semester. The researcher adopted a quasi—experimental design
with two groups (experimental and control) using a pre—test and post-test. The
research population consisted of male students from public morning intermediate
and secondary schools under the General Directorate of Education in Babylon

Governorate.

The researcher randomly selected Shaheed Al-Mazidiya Intermediate School as the
research sample. The total number of students was 65, with 33 students in Section
(A) forming the experimental group and 32 students in Section (B) forming the
control group. The researcher ensured statistical equivalence between the two
groups in the following variables: (students’ chronological age in months, parents’
academic achievement, prior knowledge test, and Daniels’ intelligence test). Other

extraneous variables were also controlled to ensure the integrity of the research.
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The scientific material was limited to chapters three, four, five, and six from the
2023 edition of the Social Studies textbook prescribed for the second intermediate
grade for the academic year (2024-2025). The researcher formulated (120)
behavioral objectives and prepared (30) daily lesson plans for both groups after
presenting a model to a group of experts and making the necessary adjustments

based on their feedback.

Keywords: Soft teaching, achievement, social studie.
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