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Simile as a Critical Criterion in Ancient Arabic Criticism from the Pre-Islamic

Era to the End of the Umayyad Era

Haider Jawad kadhim

University of Misan / College of Basic Education / Department of Arabic Language.

Abstract:

Simile represents one of the most prominent artistic tools in Arabic poetry, remaining
the primary and most famous method poets used to craft their imaginative imagery
and present it in an artistic form that deeply influences the audience. Books dedicated
to poetic similes were authored, such as The Book of Similes by Ibn Abi al-Hadid
and The Art of Simile by Ali al-Jundi, alongside rhetorical and critical works that
devoted sections to studying similes, their classifications, and types.
Given the role of similes in shaping poetic imagery, critics began analyzing poets'
simile-based imagery, evaluating it based on the quality and beauty of the depiction.
Critical and literary books of the pre-Islamic, Islamic, and Umayyad periods were
rich with comparisons between poets, using simile as a critical criterion. In the
Abbasid era, numerous critical works were produced in this regard, but this study
focuses on the period up to the end of the Umayyad era.
Keywords: Simile, Criterion, Criticism, Comparison, The- pre-Islamic Era, The-
Islamice Ere, The- Umayyad Era.
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