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Abstract:

The Companions and the Ahl al-Bayt (may Allah be pleased with them) placed
great emphasis on preserving, interpreting, and caring for the Holy Quran since its
revelation. Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him) was one of the most
prominent figures who excelled in this scientific and intellectual field, playing a

pivotal role in preserving the Quranic text, interpreting it, and clarifying its meanings.
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) was distinguished by his profound understanding of
the connotations of words and the methods of Quranic expression, thanks to his
extensive knowledge of the Arabic language and his unique grasp of its
intricacies.This deep understanding was evident in his sermons and words,
particularly in 'Nahj al-Balagha,” which serves as a mirror reflecting Quranic
concepts in an elevated rhetorical style. Imam Ali (peace be upon him) is also
considered one of the earliest scholars who established the foundations for
understanding and interpreting the Quran, contributing significantly to its compilation
and preservation after the demise of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him
and his family). He exerted tremendous scholarly efforts to elucidate the meanings
of Quranic texts, interpret them, and provide accurate and detailed
explanations.Undoubtedly, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) played a prominent role in
the emergence and development of the science of Quranic exegesis (Tafsir), being
regarded as the first interpreter of the Quran after the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him and his family). The Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
relied on his knowledge and understanding in interpreting the Quran, often turning to
him for clarification of meanings and rulings. This highlights his unique scholarly

status and the trust the Companions placed in him.

Keywords : Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib, Quranic Interpretation, Nahj al-Balagha,

Preservation of the Quran, Science of Tafsir.
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