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Abstract:

Modernity represents an intellectual trend based on foundations aimed at change and
renewal. It relies primarily on a methodology of reading the text openly, in order to
provide an opportunity for anyone to understand the text, without the truth being
exclusive to anyone. Consequently, some modernist readings have relied primarily on
reason, while adhering to renewal without clinging to heritage and adhering to past
understandings of the text. This is because the idea of modernity itself is a critical idea,
not a constructive one for a new thought, nor does it marginalize the past. Therefore,
modernist readings have sought to transcend traditional readings of the texts of the
Holy Qur’an, whether the foundational readings represented by the early
commentators, or the glorifying readings represented by Salafist orientations in terms of
methodology. This is based on the concept of deliberately studying the image of
revelation circulating in the heritage, and on the traditional religious conception of this

essence.

We will try to focus on the writings of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd in his book (Mafhum al-
Nass: Dirasah fi 'Ulum al-Qur'an — "The Concept of the Text: A Study in Qur'anic
Sciences”), which presented a new vision of the concept of revelation. Therefore, the
fundamental problem in Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd's intellectual experience in his book
(Mafhum al-Nass) goes beyond working within the limits of the mere problem of
understanding heritage, to working on the problem of understanding the religious text

itself.

While the problem of heritage has taken up the largest share of researchers' efforts,
the problem raised by Abu Zayd is more specific and particular. It is the problem of the
position towards the Qur'anic text in particular. The question behind Abu Zayd's studies

is: How do we understand and read the text?
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