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The Role of Religious Identity in Hindering the Settlement
Of the Two-State Solution in the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict
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Abstract:

From ancient times to the present day, religious identity has remained a
fundamental driver in igniting political conflicts and prolonging their duration. While
religious differences may not appear as a primary factor in contemporary political
disputes, they often serve as an underlying foundation in most of them—even those
arising within a single religious framework. In the context of the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict, religious identity further complicates achieving a political settlement or
reconciliation, transforming the idea of a two-state solution into an idealistic goal that
is difficult to realize amid ongoing identity-based competition rooted in religion. This
complexity is exacerbated by the tendency of political movements—both secular and
religious—to leverage religious discourse to bolster their political influence and gain
popular legitimacy. This deepens the divide between the Islamic/Palestinian and
Jewish/Israeli identities, transforms the conflict into a more violent religious-political
confrontation, and gradually distances both sides from any political solution based on
peaceful coexistence between two neighboring states.

Keywords: Identity, Religious Identity, Palestinian-Israeli Conflict, Two-
State Solution
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(**)Angela Leite, Bruno Nobre and Paulo Dias, Religious identity, religious practice, and

religious beliefs across countries and world regions, Archive for the Psychology of
Religion, Sage Journals, Vol. 45, No. 2, July., 2023, p.109.

(%7) Ibid.

(2%) Angela Leite, Bruno Nobre and Paulo Dias, Op.Cit. p.108.

(*°) Nancy T. Ammerman, Religious identities and religious institutions, In: Michele Dillon (ed),
Hand Book of Sociology of Religion, Cambridge University press, New York, 2003, p.207.

(39) Ibid.
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