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Developing cultural awareness among youth and its impact on
community development
By Alaa Abdul-Hussein Hardan, MA
College of Arts/ Al-Mustansiriya University
Abstract
Developing cultural awareness among youth means enhancing their
understanding and appreciation of their cultural heritage, customs,
values, and traditions that distinguish their society. This cultural
awareness has a positive impact on community development in general.

For example, cultural awareness promotes values of tolerance and
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respect among individuals as youth learn the values of diversity and
cultural diversity, becoming prepared to effectively interact with other
cultures. Cultural awareness also enhances social integration, allowing
youth to communicate and understand individuals from different cultures
and backgrounds. The ability of youth to be creative and innovative is
found in their cultural heritage, and cultural awareness encourages
engagement and participation in political life and decision—-making to
serve their country, making them active members in society. Cultural
awareness also contributes to developing the critical thinking skills of
youth, which improves the quality of social and cultural life in the
community. In short, developing cultural awareness among youth plays
a leading role in building diverse and thriving communities, as it
enhances cultural understanding leading to positive interaction and
collaboration, contributing to sustainable development and
comprehensive prosperity for the community.
Keywords: development, culture, youth
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Edward Burnett Tyloy, primitive culture: researches in to )
development of mythology, philosophy, religion, art and custom, vol 2,
London: john murray, 1871, page 111.
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