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Simile as a Critical Criterion Between Imru' al- Qais and Dhu al- Rummah

Hussam Kadhim Atiyah
University of Misan |/ College of Basic Education

Department of Arabic Language

Abstract:

Simile is one of the oldest rhetorical arts employed by poets to create vivid imagery,
embody their imagination, and clarify their meanings. Its deep-rooted connection
with human nature since creation made poets compete in mastering similes, turning
it into a field of rivalry and artistic display. Imru' al-Qais excelled profoundly in this
craft, surpassing other poets with unique similes unmatched by anyone else, making
him the best pre-Islamic poet in this regard. On the other hand, Dhu al-Rummah

demonstrated exceptional skill and creativity in similes, earning him the title of the
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best poet of the Islamic era in this domain. From this perspective arises the
challenge of determining which of the two poets excelled more in their use of

similes.

Keywords: Simile' Imagery' Criterion' Criticism' Imru' al- Qais' Dhu al- Rummah.
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