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Abstract:

The data indicate that the population of Iraq is continuously
increasing, reaching 42.24 million people in 2022, with an annual
population growth rate of 3.13%. More than half of the population
Is between the ages of 15 and 65, which enhances Irag's ability to
effectively utilize its human resources. Iraq has the potential to
develop and diversify local production, particularly in small and
medium-sized industries that do not require significant capital or
advanced infrastructure. However, the data also highlight rising
unemployment rates in Iraq, which increased from 8.24% in 2009
to 15.6% in 2022. This reflects the inability of various productive
sectors to generate the necessary job opportunities. This issue is
attributed to the fact that
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small businesses are often run by their owners due to a lack of
funding and limited expansion opportunities, as well as insufficient
training and qualification of workers in this sector, in addition to
weak marketing capabilities and competition with large

businesses.

The main conclusion is that small businesses in Iraq have not
been able to reduce unemployment rates or eliminate poverty,
reflecting poor performance in this area. The study recommends
that the government provide more support to the private sector
through increased credit, easier loan procedures, and the
implementation of training programs to equip youth for the labor

market in order to reduce poverty.
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