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Abstract:

The Coptic Church went through an internal crisis that threatened its laws after
its bishops wanted it to have a role in the new political system in Egypt. Calls
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began to appear that the Patriarch should be a brave man; capable of
representing the Copts politically after the dissolution of the political parties, the
disappearance of the Coptic elite from political action, the growing influence of
the Muslim Brotherhood, and the adoption of Arab nationalism by the Egyptian
regime. The corruption of those close to the patriarch, especially his servant,
King Gerges, who became an uncrowned patriarch, was an opportunity for the
reform. The tool for this was the Coptic Ummah group, which was established
In response to that. The group stormed the Patriarchate and forced the Patriarch
to give up his position, and took him to the St. George's Monastery for Girls.
This is the first time it has happened in the church. After the government's
intervention and the return of the Patriarch to his residence, the Holy Synod
worked to hold the King of Gerges to account. After the patriarch’'s opposition to
them, they decided to isolate him in the Muharrag monastery, and form a
tripartite committee to manage the church. After several attempts to restore
order, the patriarch agreed to waive administrative duties. Both attempts were a
departure from the usual course of action in the Church. The crisis imposed on
the Coptic Church and its Holy Synod that the patriarch who follows Joseph I
be a leader representing the Copts, not just a cleric.

The research proved that the Patriarch and the Synod used the government in an
internal issue that could have been resolved between them. As for the position of
the Copts in general, they believe that their church is directed by God and that
the bishops are loyal shepherds to preserve it, and they know its laws, especially
after the spread of corruption in it.
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