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The Statement “I Do Not Know Him” in the Questions of Ibn al-
Junayd to Yahya ibn Ma‘in: A Critical Study
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Abstract:

This study offers an analytical and applied examination of the statement “I do not know him” as used by Imam
Yahya ibn Ma'in in Su’alat Ibn al-Junayd. The research identifies all narrators about whom Ibn Ma‘in made
this statement in that specific source, totaling sixteen narrators. Their cases are analyzed in light of the broader
hadith criticism tradition, with comparison to other scholars’ evaluations and their status in biographical
sources. The findings indicate that this phrase does not imply authentication or final judgment, but rather reflects
Ibn Ma'in’s lack of familiarity with the narrator at the time. In several cases, he later revised his position. Most
narrators marked with this phrase were ultimately found to be weak or unreliable, highlighting Ibn Ma‘in’s
precision and reluctance to pass judgment without full verification. The study emphasizes the importance of
contextualizing such statements and integrating them with the broader critical discourse of hadith
scholars.Keywords: Yahya ibn Ma‘in, Ibn al-Junayd, “I do not know him”, narrator criticism, hadith
methodology, weak narrators
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