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Virtual reality games in shaping children's culture
(Anthropological study in Baghdad)
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Jamil Ahmed
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts
dr.mohammed@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Abstract

This study seeks to reveal the cultural traits that are formed as a result of
engaging in virtual games. The study aims to know the role of the family in directing
children towards playing virtual reality games.

This study addresses the changes that have occurred in recent years due to
technology and electronic games, and how these changes have affected the behavior
of children and adolescents. Electronic games have had various effects, some
positive and others negative.

Among the negative effects, there is the problem of addiction to games, as
children and adolescents prefer to spend a long time playing, which affects their
health such as poor eyesight and lack of physical activity. Also, some games that
contain violent scenes may make children act aggressively, and their interest in
studying decreases, which affects their academic achievement. In addition, excessive
playing can cause social isolation, as children move away from interacting with
others and become more dependent on games. Also, some games, especially those
played online, may expose children to inappropriate behaviors, such as smoking or
drinking alcohol. The study came out with basic results, the most important of which
are:

1- Its negative effects outweigh the positive ones, especially in light of children's
addiction to these games, which greatly affects the construction of their personal
culture and contributes to creating problems such as disobedience and not
listening to the family.

2- Many children suffer from many psychological diseases such as autism and
schizophrenia in addition to biological diseases.

Keywords: Games, role, culture, and children.
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