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Methodological problems in studying letters as historical sources:
The letters of Diya’ al-Din Ibn al-Athir (d. 637 AH/1239 AD) as a model
Assistant prof. Ali Hussein Ali Saleh

University of Kirkuk / College of Basic Education
drali75S@uokirkuk.edu.igq

osaatiy Gl Aahy b alaeS il L) Bl sladsad vie sl G gias ) dsgiall cDISa Gl 1 Jsli
255 GBI Cpyeanl) & jaladll e gsill 138 Jiay B3gai lgheass (2) YT9/277Y @) i) 00 0aal) el iy oo L Al
Gl aladia) o) WS e lgie dadall d)bll Gilagleal) dabuiiud Glal iy e e s2Aly 23l bl e Qlay Vs ¢
alaay 38 Lo gl (pglon b Wdage i) () (S 3 ¢ Adlal due gl (e laae Ly Goal Galls il)l) e auay Zojlaall yulall
Jileaal) JI5 Y 3 ¢ aslacd) il Aeaad 3ilaall sl 5l dugdn Adlaials adn Lo sy clgie ily ol Labalay ) Alalal) Cidlge i
Abeall Thadilly 2 Sal) s yiilly DL bl Lea ST bl 138 Jalans ¢ aill e Jalaiy olbad 35m5 U b 2gall sk 6 dsl
(gie dogall 4ty daially dusbacally doe WiaWs AV Gageaill il e 581 () cills) @l Laclaty) ddeall Il dial
AT Ulal daging Ulal ojal) A Geal) CES503 Bads SlslE o
owmbal) g all ¢ Jilal ¢ ) cp el pluda s dalidal) cilalst)
Abstract

This research addresses the methodological problems facing researchers when using literary and
historical letters as sources in the study of history« through studying the letters of Diya’ al-Din Ibn al-Athir (d.
637 AH/1239 AD) as a model representing this type of source in the Ayyubid era. Ibn al-Athir’s letters are
predominantly rhetorical and decorative¢ which sometimes makes it difficult to extract accurate historical
information from them. The use of metaphors and figurative expressions also gives the letters a literary
character that distances them from historical objectivity. Ibn al-Athir was an employee in the state offices¢
which may make him adopt the positions of the authority he addresses or defends¢ and thus distort or select
facts to serve the political discourse. Religious issues are still in their infancy in the presence of a discourse
that deals with the text¢ and the approaches to this approach are more than the intellectual and philosophical
justifications and explanations for the research process¢ and thus for the creative process itself. Ibn al-Athir’s
answers to the questions of literary« social¢ political and religious texts¢ and his important perceptions of thems«

are readings New« exploring and sometimes evaluating the depth of Arab culture.
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