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Summary
The preamble of the Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) affirms that the ICC, established under

the Rome Statute, shall be complementary to national criminal jurisdictions. The significance of the principle
of complementarity is highlighted in the context of the ICC’s relationship with national judicial systems. This
principle is one of the key foundations of international criminal justice in general and the ICC in particular. The
study aims to examine the compatibility between national and international justice, considering the latter as a
complement and counterpart to the former. The ICC exercises its jurisdiction only when national courts are
unwilling or unable to prosecute cases.The study addresses the issue that many states regard national
sovereignty as a highly significant matter and perceive the prosecution of their nationals by an external court,
even an international one, as a sensitive issue and an infringement on their sovereignty. The study concludes
with several key findings, the most important of which is that the principle of complementarity is one of the
fundamental pillars of the Rome Statute, as it delineates the boundaries between national jurisdiction and the
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ICC’s jurisdiction. Moreover, the ICC does not recognize immunities granted to individuals, including heads
of state, despite such immunities being provided under national laws.The study also presents several
recommendations, the most notable of which are: urging non-signatory states to respect the fundamental
principles upon which the ICC was established and encouraging them to join the court. Additionally, Arab states
and governmental organizations should initiate legal proceedings against Israel for crimes falling within the
jurisdiction of the ICC. This can only be achieved by submitting complaints to the United Nations Security
Council or the ICC Prosecutor. Keywords: International Criminal Court, principle of complementarity, national
judiciary, national sovereignty, international justice, criminal responsibility. Key Words
- The concept of complementarity principle - The concept of national sovereignty - States' inviolability of their
national sovereignty The principle of complementarity and its impact on temporary special courts decisions
Relationship of the Rome Statute to the principle of complementarity
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