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Abstract:
The intelligence service was designed to be under the control of senior Communist Party officials. It was divided
into approximately 20 directorates, the most important of which were responsible for foreign intelligence,
domestic counterintelligence, technical intelligence, protection of the political leadership, and border security.
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In the late 1960s, an additional directorate was created to monitor suspected dissidents in the churches and
intellectuals. Over the next twenty years, the KGB became active in persecuting enemies, harassing, arresting,
and sometimes exiling human rights defenders, Christian and Jewish activists, and intellectuals deemed disloyal
to the regime. The KGB was described as the sword and shield of the Bolshevik Revolution and the Communist
Party. The new security service was designed to be under the control of senior Communist Party officials. It
was divided into approximately 20 directorates, the most important of which were those responsible for foreign
intelligence, domestic counterintelligence, technical intelligence, protection of the political leadership, and the
security of the country's borders. The KGB gradually expanded its foreign intelligence operations to become
the largest foreign intelligence service in the world. As the Cold War with the United States intensified, the
KGB came to be seen as a counterpart to the American Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Soviet intelligence
achieved great successes in its early stages, as the agency was able to exploit the state of security laxity and
peace and reassurance experienced by Western countries such as the United States and Britain, in planting spies
within the government agencies of those countries, and even within their security agencies as well. The agency
played a major role in preserving the Soviet Union as a one-party state during the Cold War, by opposing and
preventing political ideas that were opposed to or different from the ideology of the Communist Party, or what
was called at the time (destructive ideologies). It was also able to leak advanced technology from the Western

world to the Soviet Union through the huge network of agents it possessed.
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